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Coming next week... 
VALENTINE’S DAY INSERT
Look forward to some V-day fashion advice, classifieds from fellow students, and love themed 
mad libs from Portfolio. 
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On Thursday, January 30, 
two veterans of the civil rights 
movement joined us at Providence 
College to tell their story. 
However, in 1961, Paul Breines 
and Ellen L. Ziskind made a much 
more powerful journey as they 
joined the Freedom Riders and 
set out to battle the racism in the 
Deep South. They took part in a 
movement in which more than 400 
white and black Americans risked 
their lives, facing severe beatings 
and imprisonment, in order to defy 
the Jim Crow laws. The Freedom 
Riders transformed the civil rights 
movement by volunteering to fight 
public transportation segregation 
throughout Mississippi and Alabama. 
Ellen Ziskind grew up in Lowell, 
Mass., a conservative city that had 
almost no diversity during her 
youth. Her first experience with 
discrimination was when Ziskind 
brought her African American 
friend home with her from 
boarding school for the weekend. 
“We were walking down a main 
street and
by Carolyn Bothwell ’15
News Staff
campus events
Oakley ’16 Wins Big 
East Track Athlete of 
the Week
DeSisto ’13 Takes the Stage at 2nd Story Theatre
MARY MURPHY-WALSH ’16 / THE COWL
Freedom Riders Bring Perspective to PC
Paul Breines, a member of the Freedom Rider movement from the 1960s, talks with a PC student after his presentation with fellow activist Ellen Ziskind.
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Jenn Giffels ’14 responds to last 
week’s letter to the editor on student 
attendance at basketball games.
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by Bryan Blum ’17
Sports Staff
track & field
Julian Oakley ’16 got off to a fast start 
this winter track season, taking home 
Big East Track Athlete of the Week for 
his performance in the BU Invitational 
on Jan. 25. In his first race of the season 
against 176 runners, Julian posted a 
personal best time of 4:01.85 in the mile 
run. He finished ninth overall, and first 
among Big East athletes.  
“I was lucky to get in a good pace,” 
said Oakley, “I was just a bit off the 
pace after the first half-mile, but it was 
manageable, and I finished strong. I 
didn’t even know [about the honor] 
until the guys told me.”
This most recent triumph resumes 
an
TRACK/ Page 24
Jeff DeSisto ’13 (back row, third from left) poses with the cast of Seven Keys to Baldpate, a George 
Cohan play about a writer forced to write an entire novel in one night.
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by Marisa Urgo ’14
A&E Staff
theatre
PC Alum Performs in Seven Keys to Baldpate
If you have seen a theatre production 
at PC in the past couple of years, then 
you will likely remember Jeff DeSisto 
’13. He has played diverse roles such 
as the funny Henry in Lend Me a 
Tenor or the serious Pridamont in The 
Illusion. DeSisto currently has a great 
gig as Max in The Seven Keys to Baldpate 
by George M. Cohan. If the name 
George M. Cohan sounds familiar, 
that is because it should. Cohan is the 
composer of dorky but memorable 
tunes such as “Yankee Doodle Dandy,” 
“You’re A Grand Old Flag,” and “Give 
My Regards to Broadway.” The play 
was held at the 2nd Story Theatre 
Company, which is in Warren, R.I. The 
company has had a great reputation 
for community theatre under the 
direction of Artistic Director Ed Shea. 
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by Meaghan Dodson ’17
News Staff
Campus Events 
Debate Society Hosts APDA Tournament
On Friday, January 31, 2014 the 
Providence College Debate Society 
hosted its annual intercollegiate 
debate tournament in the Ruane 
Center.  Colleges and universities such 
as Yale, Princeton, Brown, Harvard, 
Rutgers, and Brandeis traveled to 
PC to engage in a series of debates 
ranging from topics like “Should King 
Henry VIII divorce?” to more current 
world issues such as “Should assisted 
suicide be legal?”
Preparations for the debate were 
lengthy and extensive. Other than 
guidance from Fr. Justin Brophy, O.P., 
the debate coach and a former debate 
champion himself, the affair was 
entirely student-run.  Members of the 
PC Debate Society were responsible 
for numerous administrative and 
logistical issues, such as housing and 
feeding the other colleges’ students, 
constructing fair pairings for the 
rounds, making decorations, and 
providing entertainment and prizes. 
Tournaments typically cost between 
$3,000 and $6,000, and this year’s 
debate was the largest that PC has 
hosted since 2006.  
The tournament began at 
approximately 2:30 p.m. on Friday, 
and it concluded on Saturday around 
midnight.  The structure of the debate 
consisted of three rounds, each 
of which was broken up by food, 
entertainment, and Nintendo-themed 
activities.  Each debate lasted between 
40 to 60 minutes and was composed of 
six speeches that were between four to 
eight-and-a-half minutes each.  
As PC was hosting the tournament, 
its students were not allowed to 
debate in an effort to maintain contest 
impartiality. Instead, the members of 
the Debate Society acted as judges, 
carefully assessing each speech, and 
then consulting with other team 
members to arrive at a decision.
Edward Walrod ’16, the Debate 
Society’s Vice President and Tournament 
Director, asserted, “Competing is 
what we do as a society.  But running 
a tournament and judging is the true 
test for a debater.  It is the ability to 
be impartial and weigh opposing 
arguments that helps you to know 
how to construct a winning speech. 
A tournament not only makes better 
debaters, but it also makes a better team 
since we rely on each other to run an 
efficient, fun, and fair tournament.”
A banquet was held at Ray Dining 
Hall on Saturday evening in order 
for the Debate Society to show its 
appreciation for the hard work and 
dedication of its members. Sodexo 
catered the event, and the banquet gave 
the PC students time to relax before the 
final round of judging began.
This tournament merely reinforced 
the unity of PC’s Debate Society. 
The team makes an effort to initiate 
bonding activities throughout the 
year, and events such as movie nights, 
dinners in Providence, and team trips 
to hockey games help foster a sense of 
camaraderie among its members. 
Stefan Puente ’17 summarized 
his feelings about the entire event, 
stating, “I feel the team worked really 
well together and put on a great 
tournament!  It was fun to host the 
tournament and judge rounds!  I’m 
happy I joined Debate.”
The Debate Society’s next event will 
take place at the “ProAm” Invitational at 
Yale University. Any student interested 
in joining the team is encouraged to 
attend meetings, which are held on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 7 p.m. to 
9 p.m. in either Feinstein or the Ruane 
Center. 
Student-Alumni Networking Night
by Kathleen Sullivan ’14
News Editor
campus events
Current students had the opportunity 
to meet and connect with alumni 
ranging from the classes of 1961 to 2013 
last Wednesday evening. Students came 
armed with resumes and questions for 
the alumni in hopes of gaining advice, 
insight, and a larger professional 
network.
The Career Education Center, the 
Office of Alumni Relations, and the 
Mal Brown Club of Providence College 
sponsored the Student-Alumni 
Networking Night in ’64 Hall on Jan. 
29, the third in a series of networking 
events throughout the month of 
January in New York, Boston, and 
Providence.
Caroline O’Sullivan ’15, a history 
major said, “I think it’s a great 
opportunity to talk to alumni about 
maybe either their experience in 
Providence but also how they got into 
the position they have now.”
She continued on to say, “We 
[current students and alumni] have a 
lot of similarities so it’s nice to see it 
from a future perspective.”
On her career aspirations, she 
explained, “I’m not sure, I’m kind 
of keeping it open, I’m a finance and 
economics double-minor too, so 
there’s actually someone here who was 
history and is in the financial district 
now, I’m going to talk to them and see 
where they are at.”
Brian Moran ’80 is a marketing 
manager from Rhode Island who 
works for International Rectifier. He 
and his wife both attended Providence 
College, and he has attended a number 
of networking events as a PC alumni.
Moran said, “I’ve done this for 
several years and I get really energized 
by the students because they really 
seem to have a focus on what they 
want to do, a lot of them do. Some 
are sort of looking around, I think it 
is a good thing for an alumnus to give 
some direction, and I think it’s been 
helpful.”
Kerry Fleming ’14, a political 
science and public and community 
service double major said, “I came here 
tonight because I wanted to hear about 
alumni’s experience, about their time 
after school, and how they transitioned 
into their career and if they have any 
pointers.”
Lauren O’Loughlin ’14, a biology 
and psychology double major 
expressed a positive experience at 
the event, stating, “The networking 
night was a really useful opportunity 
to speak with PC graduates who are 
currently working in fields in which 
I am interested. I am hoping to work 
in healthcare so I was happy to talk 
with alumni who have various roles 
in medicine to hear about their careers 
and the paths they took to get where 
they are today.”
The keynote speaker, Russell 
Griffiths ’02, earned his master’s 
in history at PC and works as a 
special agent for the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation. He addressed the 
audience in ’64 Hall, speaking about 
his career journey and answering a few 
questions he had been asked earlier in 
the evening.  
During his talk, Moran asked him 
to specifically address some of the 
misconceptions that come along with 
pursuing a career in the FBI. Griffiths 
responded by explaining that a career 
in the FBI can, from his experience, be 
family-friendly and conducive to men 
and women alike.  He also noted that 
the FBI does, in fact, work well with 
other organizations, despite what 
people see on television.
He explained that the FBI employs 
people from a wide variety of 
backgrounds, from geology majors 
to teachers, and even a hot air 
balloon stunt pilot. That being said, 
he encouraged current students 
to pick a major that they enjoy, 
apply, and always work to increase 
communication and writing skills.
Student-Alumni Networking Night 
provided students with a chance to 
discuss careers with fellow Friars, and 
alumni found a way to help future PC 
graduates in their job search.
Follow us at twitter.com/TheCowl
SAADIA AHMAD ’14 / THE COWL
Debaters from around the country gather in the Ruane Center for a weekend tournament.
ELYSE BUTTERWORTH ’15 / THE COWL
Students talk with alumni about careers and life after PC at Networking Night in ’64 Hall.
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Bursting
the PC Bubble
by Andres Taborda ’15
News Editor
The Pint Came before the Hospital
Scotland became the 17th country in the world to legalize same-sex 
marriage this week when the parliament voted 108-15 in favor of the 
legislation. Government officials said, according to the BBC, that no 
religious institutions would be forced to hold same-sex marriages in their 
churches. The law goes into effect during the autumn of 2014. Scotland 
joins its neighbors, England and Wales, leaving Northern Ireland as 
the only part of the United Kingdom of Great Britain without same-sex 
marriage approval. 
The European Union confirms that Colombian nationals will no longer 
need a visa to enter several countries within the EU. According to a report 
by RCN, one of the major news channels in Colombia, citizens will be 
allowed to enter the 26 countries that make up the Schengen Area. Other 
countries not within the European Union but within the Schengen Area 
include Norway, Switzerland, Iceland, and Liechtenstein. The agreement 
now goes to the European Parliament and the Council of the European 
Union for final approval. 
Anti-Free Speech Law Coming to Bahrain
A doctor in New Zealand took care of himself after fighting off a shark. 
James Grant, 24, said he was spear fishing when “something” latched 
onto his leg. He believes it was a seven-gill shark, which he stabbed and 
went to shore to stitch up his wound. Rather than going to the hospital 
immediately following the attack, Grant went to a local pub for a beer 
with friends. 
EU Opening Doors for Colombians
Free speech in Bahrain took a hit recently as King Hamad imposed a 
new law against any who criticize him. The law carries heavy penalties 
that include seven years in jail and a fine of up to 10,000 dinar, which is 
approximately $26,500. The same penalties also carry for anyone who 
insults the flag or emblem of the Kingdom of Bahrain. 
Same-Sex Marriage Approved in Scotland
Congress Updates
by Elizabeth Nako ’15
News Staff
student Congress
A new drinking trend is claiming lives across the pond in Ireland. 
The trend, called #Neknomination, has gone viral on social media. 
Participants post a video on social media as they “neck” a drink and 
nominate someone else to do the same. Participants have allegedly gone 
too far to outdrink their peers and have made decisions that ultimately 
led to death. One individual in the Republic of Ireland, Johnny Byrne, 
jumped to his death from a bridge into the River Barrow as he felt he 
needed to outdo the person who nominated him. 
Drinking Phenomenon Claiming Lives
A petition to deport Justin Bieber to Canada and revoke his green 
card has garnered enough signatures for the White House to present an 
official response. The petition, started on the White House website on 
Jan. 23, gathered the sufficient number of signatures in just six days. It 
currently has 247,989 signatures and is still open. 
Knox Guilty; Sentenced in Italy
Amanda Knox, the American accused of killing her roommate 
Meredith Kercher while studying abroad in Perugia, Italy, has been 
convicted and sentenced after being retried for the 2009 murder. Knox, 
who served four years in an Italian jail before the original conviction was 
overturned, was in her hometown of Seattle when the verdict was read. 
She was sentenced to over 28.5 years in jail for murder and slander. It is 
believed that Italian officials will not seek extradition of Knox until all 
forms of appeals are exhausted. 
Americans Want Bieber Deported
The John Corvino lecture, postponed last semester, has been 
rescheduled for April 24. Corvino plans to stay an extra day for a 
student-run event that will be co-sponsored by Student Congress, 
BMSA, and SHEPARD.
The committee on Student Life has announced that quesadillas 
will be returning in the coming days as an option for the Take 3 
program in Alumni Dining Hall.
The Class of 2014 announced that the venues for commencement 
have all been finalized.  The Class of 2016 is planning to co-sponsor 
a formal with BOP.
The SCA-64-03 submission of budgets according to the standing 
legislation passed, which rescinds a $1,200 cap for clubs and 
organizations when they apply for allocated budget money from 
Congress. 
The SCB-64-07 and SCB-64-08 were approved by the body creating 
a scuba diving club, the Friar Divers, and the Breakdancing Club. 
Members from both clubs were present to address the Congress.
The SCR-64-02 to adjust clubs and organizations allocation funds 
was voted on and passed. The resolution finalized the allocation 
process for the spring semester.
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I noticed people staring and looking at 
us. I thought ‘Are they looking at me?’ 
Then I got it. This was not something 
people wanted to see. I remember 
it being one of my last moments of 
innocence. I know that seems naïve,” 
Ziskind told the PC audience. 
Paul Breines was also influenced by 
an act of discrimination. For Breines, 
his African-American nanny was a 
mother figure to him. As a young boy, 
his nanny was turned away from a bed-
and-breakfast due to the color of her 
skin. Breines’ mother stood up against 
racism by saying, “Well, Mrs. Vanhook 
[Breines’ nanny] is a member of our 
family. If she’s not welcome here, then 
we’re not going to stay.” This moment 
stuck with Breines.
“My parents, without knowing, had 
brought me up to join the Freedom 
Riders,” he tributed. 
The two individuals continued to 
encounter discrimination throughout 
their young adult lives, inspiring them 
to join the movement.
“There was something about them. 
It was like, I didn’t make the decision 
to join them. It was just something 
that came together, like a kaleidoscope 
that you turn and all the pieces fall 
into place. And, I don’t think it would 
have happened that way without my 
exposure to these fine, fine, fine, people 
that I had met,” Ziskind said in regard 
to three of her male African-American 
friends that were involved in Congress 
for Racial Equality (CORE).
Both Ziskind and Breines were 
arrested due to their involvement in the 
Freedom Riders. They were persecuted 
for their brave acts and were faced with 
cruelty such as threats, humiliation, 
and even physical abuse. Regardless 
of their religions, both were called 
“commie-Jews” for their participation 
in the civil rights movement.
The two were humble about their 
experiences. They said they were 
simply standing up against what was 
wrong. 
The News section at The Cowl would like to 
welcome its newest writers:
Emily Marzo ’16
George Copley ’16
JUST SIX CHANCES LEFT TO HAVE A GREAT
PC LIVING EXPERIENCE IN 2015-2016
GALWAY
133 Pinehurst Avenue
EDENDERRY
98-100 Eaton Street
CASTLEBAR
127-129 Pinehurst Avenue
TIPPERARY
141-143 Pembroke Avenue
KILLARNEY
93 Pinehurst Avenue
LIMERICK
29 Huxley Avenue
TOLLAMORE
138-140 Radcliffe Avenue
CLAREMORRIS
94-96 EATON STREET
Stan Kizlinski   Cell/Text   401-316-8457   Email  skizlinski@verizon.net
ErinStudentLiving.com
It’s your choice. You can have an ordinary off campus living experience or a great experience in 
one of the elegant “houses with the Irish names” on Eaton, across from the Smith Art Center.
Continued from front page 
Freedom: Get to Know Your 
Newsies
Meaghan Dodson ’17
Major: 
Hometown:
Favorite Disney Movie:
Most Commonly Found:
Biggest Role Model:
Annoys Her Most: 
Favorite Vacation Spot: 
English
Floral Park, N.Y.
Tangled
At the gym. 
My parents!
When people use the word “moist.”
The Outer Banks in North Carolina. 
Where do you see yourself  in 15 years?
Traveling the world!
MARY-MURPHY WALSH ’16 / THE COWL
Some of the original Freedom Riders spoke to PC students on Thursday, January 30.
KATHLEEN SULLIVAN ’14 / THE COWL
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by Fr. James Cuddy, O.P.
Campus Chaplain
CAMPUS
McDermott Boys Show Support For 
the Backbone of Residence Hall 
Just when I think I’ve seen it all, 
something happens that makes my 
jaw drop and stops me in my tracks. 
That’s exactly what happened to 
me last Thursday afternoon when I 
stepped into St. Dominic Chapel.
To set the scene, I was in touch 
with the McDermott Hall Director 
on Wednesday night and he told me 
the most heartbreaking story one 
could ever hear. Domingo, the ABM 
employee assigned to the residence 
hall for many years, suffered the 
tragic loss of his 17-year-old daughter 
earlier in the day. While she had been 
sick, her death was unexpected and 
left some of the residents in a state of 
shock. They asked if we could offer 
a special Mass for her eternal rest 
and for the consolation of Domingo 
and his family. I was moved by their 
thoughtfulness, and we scheduled 
the liturgy for Thursday afternoon. 
And that’s when it happened.
At the appointed time, I climbed 
the stairs to the chapel, pulled open 
the door, and stepped into the 
sanctuary. And I froze, motionless 
as I surveyed the scene before me. 
While I had been expecting 20 or 30 
students to attend the Mass, there 
were nearly 500 guys sitting in the 
pews in total silence. Take a second 
to read that last sentence again. 500 
guys.
These were almost entirely 
McDermott Boys—residents past and 
present—all in attendance to support 
a mourning father and his family. 
And while a lot of those guys are not 
exactly regular Mass-goers, it didn’t 
matter; they saw that Domingo (an 
honorary McDermott Boy if ever 
there was one) was suffering, and so 
they jumped into the pews. 
Adding to the wonder of the 
whole thing was that Domingo 
surprised the group by being in 
attendance at the Mass. There was 
something fitting about the seating 
arrangement: his family was by his 
side and there were hundreds of 
residents who literally had his back 
in the midst of unspeakable grief. 
Domingo got to see with his own 
eyes the love and support that he has 
from the young men who have called 
McDermott home. 
Still not enough to give you 
chills? Consider this: after the Mass 
had ended, a bunch of the residents 
formed an impromptu receiving 
line and waited their turn to give 
Domingo a handshake and hug. In 
solemn silence, they approached 
the man who they described as the 
backbone of the McDermott Hall 
community and offered him a quick 
embrace.
It’s easy to look at Providence 
College and see its faults. There are 
plenty of areas in which we need to 
grow, both as individuals and as a 
community. The road to becoming 
the place that we want to be—that 
God wants us to be—can seem long 
and daunting. But every now and 
then, you have an experience like 
the McDermott Mass and you see 
what Providence College is all about. 
You have an experience that, while 
not blotting out our imperfections, 
nevertheless restores your hope for 
the future. And something like that 
can stop even the most hardened 
Dominican in his tracks. 
Beatlemania. I’m talking about one 
of the most popular bands in history, 
and one of the most watched television 
events ever. On February 9, 1964, the 
Beatles exploded into the American 
stratosphere, appearing on televisions 
throughout the USA. In today’s society, 
with recording artists as famous as 
Beyoncé and Jay Z, it might be hard to 
believe that a band from a small town 
in Britain attracted more television 
traffic on the Ed Sullivan Show than 
the final episode of Friends—over 74 
million watched their debut.
However, when I discovered that 
John Lennon was quoted claiming his 
popularity above and beyond Jesus 
Christ in 1966, “We’re more popular 
than Jesus,” it made me question my 
loyalty to the band. While I could never 
stop listening to or loving the Beatles 
and their music, (I’m British—it’s in 
my blood!) I started to think about 
the cult of personality and the warped 
perspectives that the famous may gain 
as a result of fame itself. 
While listening to the Beatles isn’t 
exactly a “religious experience” for me, 
many who listen to Kanye West claim 
it is. “Yeezianity” is a religion inspired 
by Kanye West, a man who sings “I Am 
a God.” Again and again, it seems that 
statements of blasphemy or offense 
emerge from the famous, too absorbed 
in their microcosm of fame to see their 
own humanity. This phenomenon of 
being swept up in the “fame game” can 
also be recognized in the more recent 
actions of the famous—perhaps fans 
of Justin Bieber and Miley Cyrus are 
currently experiencing the same doubt 
of loyalty that I experienced with the 
Beatles. While smiling in a mugshot 
for a DUI arrest and encouraging drug 
use may not be sacrilegious or profane, 
it can show a lack of responsibility 
or morality, and ultimately, a 
disconnection from reality.
So, surely I am left with a dilemma—
what do I choose, my religious and 
moral integrity, or my love of the 
Beatles? No. I have decided to rebel 
against society’s pressure to label 
me as “in agreement” with the socio-
political statements made by the artists 
that I listen to. Not only have I found 
that many peaceful and loving lyrics 
by Olivia Beesley ’15
Opinion Staff
flow from Beatles songs, but I refuse 
to abandon my love of their music 
because of John Lennon’s claim. So 
on the 9th of February 2014, I will be 
blasting out my favorite Beatles songs 
in celebration of 50 years since their 
American debut, 50 years since the 
start of the “British Invasion.”
I encourage everyone to see the 
separation between the moral decisions 
of those who create music and the final 
piece of music that is created. After 
all, it is this music that can become a 
source of comfort or inspiration to 
the person who listens to it—“All You 
Need Is Love.” So go ahead, don’t press 
“shuffle” on your iPod when Kanye, 
Bieber, or Miley make an appearance. 
I won’t judge you for twerking a little.
Separate Celebrities’ Actions from Their Music
Don’t Get Caught Up in the Fame Game
PHOTO COURTESY OF FLICKR
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GOP Indecisive After State of the Union Address 
Obama gives his annual State of the Union address to Congress. PHOTO COURTESY OF WWW.WHITEHOUSE.GOV
On Tuesday, January 28, President 
Barack Obama gave his annual State 
of the Union address before Congress 
and an estimated 33 million Americans 
watched from home. Some of Obama’s 
key talking points included income 
inequality, immigration, education, 
and health care. In addressing the issue 
of the minimum wage, Obama pledged 
to issue an executive order raising the 
minimum wage for federal employees 
to $10.10 an hour. Calling for a “year 
of action,” the President promised to 
use his executive authorities wherever 
possible. 
The firm and ambitious tone he 
used to lay out his personal plans for 
action showed a striking contrast to the 
congressional inaction and gridlock 
that has paralyzed Washington for 
far too long. Obama made it clear in 
his speech that he has become tired 
of engaging in pointless battles with 
Republicans which ultimately do 
nothing to benefit the functionality of 
the government or that of the nation. 
With considerable coherency and 
determination, Obama outlined his 
commitment to important issues such 
as comprehensive immigration reform, 
diplomacy with Iran, and increased 
educational opportunities for low-
income children and students.
The assortment of GOP responses 
to the President’s State of the Union 
address showed neither coherency 
nor a party that is unified in its 
determination to tackle the big 
issues facing our country. Rather, 
it reflected a party that is becoming 
less unified with rivaling ideological 
factions distorting and confusing 
its message. Representative Cathy 
McMorris Rodgers delivered the 
official Republican rebuttal to Obama’s 
speech, while Tea Party Senators Rand 
Paul and Mike Lee both gave their 
speeches as well. 
Although all three speeches shared 
some common points, such as the need 
to focus on the economy and smaller 
government, the differences highlight 
an intraparty war that could potentially 
hurt future Republican leadership 
in Washington. McMorris Rodgers’ 
speech pushed what she deemed “a 
more hopeful Republican vision” for 
the country compared to what was 
outlined in the President’s address. 
On income equality, she stressed that 
Americans “are not defined by our 
limits,” and a plan that “champions the 
free market and trusts people to make 
their own decisions will better help 
people overcome poverty rather than 
increased government spending on so-
called ineffective programs.  Other than 
taking a broad swipe at Obamacare and 
noting that Republicans will continue 
to fight to repeal the Affordable Care 
Act, McMorris Rodgers’ rebuttal was 
considerably less harsh than those of 
Rand Paul and Mike Lee. Both had a 
more exasperated and disappointed 
tone, with Lee expressing disdain at 
Obama’s position on federal spending 
and Paul condemning Obama’s 
economic strategy with a call for lower 
taxes to spur economic growth.  
Senator Lee even took a hit at the 
GOP, saying that it too deserves part 
of the blame for the dysfunction in 
Washington and that conservatives 
need to adopt a more comprehensive 
“conservative reform agenda.”
The array of GOP responses to 
President Obama’s State of the Union 
address illustrates a deep split within 
the Republican Party. It is becoming 
harder for conservatives to argue 
believably that the GOP remains 
strong when so many internal factions 
seem to want to take the party in 
different directions. In Obama’s “year 
of action,” what sort of action the GOP 
decides to take could very well help to 
determine the Party’s uncertain future. 
Varied Responses Indicate Uncertain Future for Republicans
The Nobel Peace Prize is one of the 
most prestigious awards that anyone 
can receive. It is usually given to 
someone who makes major progress 
toward world peace. With that in mind, 
why is Edward Snowden nominated 
for such an incredible honor? He 
is single-handedly responsible for 
revealing classified information about 
the NSA’s efforts and methods of 
collecting intelligence. In doing so, he 
has threatened the safety and security 
of our country, and there does not 
seem to be anything peaceful about 
that.  
Snowden has been nominated by 
two Norwegian politicians, Baard 
Vegar Solhjell and Snorre Valen, who 
claim that he has been successful 
in exposing how the American 
government violates people’s privacy 
and has inspired new policies. The 
two politicians explain their decision 
to nominate him in their letter of 
nomination:
“We do not necessarily condone or 
support all of his disclosures. We are, 
however, convinced that the public 
debate and changes in policy that have 
followed in the wake of Snowden’s 
whistleblowing has contributed to 
a more stable and peaceful world 
order,” said both Soljhell and Valen.  
It is undeniable that Snowden’s 
actions have sparked a great deal of 
debate over how the U.S. government 
goes about retrieving its information, 
but it is important to remember that 
by leaking classified information, 
he is in direct violation of American 
laws. If Snowden were to win the 
Nobel Peace Prize, not only would 
he be receiving one of the greatest 
honors, but remember the monetary 
reward he would also receive. The 
last Nobel Peace Prize came with a 
whopping $1.2 million reward. By 
offering him a chance at this prize, not 
only is it suggested that breaking the 
law is okay, but also that it should be 
rewarded with a lump sum of money. 
That is an interesting example to set 
right there.  
Unfortunately, that example is 
something our country sees day in 
and day out. If you turn on the news, 
it is almost guaranteed that you will 
be tuned into an in-depth report 
on the latest criminal. It is hard to 
understand why the people who defy 
the laws of our society are rewarded 
with such immense exposure. Almost 
every criminal out there loves to know 
that their face is being broadcast on 
TVs across the country and in some 
cases all over the world. Why do we 
even allow them the satisfaction?
It can be assumed that Snowden 
is enjoying the media coverage he is 
receiving, and this Nobel Peace Prize 
nomination is just icing on the cake. 
Previous nominees and winners of 
the award include Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr., Nelson Mandela, and Mother 
Teresa; it is mind-blowing to know 
that Snowden has been nominated for 
the same award as these incredibly 
accomplished and influential figures, 
and to say that he is of the same 
caliber as they are is somewhat 
disappointing.  
Although Snowden’s competition 
has not yet been announced, it is safe 
to assume that he probably won’t be 
able to hold his own among other 
nominees. In other words, it’s highly 
unlikely that he will actually win. 
However, it says a lot that he was 
even nominated in the first place. It 
says that maybe breaking the laws 
by Jacquelyn Kelley ’17
Opinion Staff 
SOCIETY
Nobel Peace Prize Nominee Sends A Bad Message
and threatening national security is 
acceptable and worthy of recognition. 
It’s time to reconsider the message we 
want to send to people by no longer 
praising and rewarding the people 
who defy the rules of our societies.  
 
After Threatening Security, Edward Snowden Unlikely to Win
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Barneys New York, the luxury 
department store distinctively 
known for high fashion, is setting a 
precedent in both business and LGBT 
spheres by featuring transgender 
models in its Spring 2014 advertising 
campaign. The decision to promote 
the retailer using transgender 
models is an innovative choice, 
which demonstrates a need for not 
only accepting individuals for who 
they are, but also for embracing all 
those differences that make each 
person unique.
Entitled “Brothers, Sisters, Sons, & 
Daughters,” the campaign features a 
diverse group of 17 transgender 
individuals from different parts of 
the world and of various ages and 
races modeling pieces from well-
known designers such as Balenciaga, 
Yves St. Laurent, and Manolo 
Blahnik. 
The exact definition of transgender 
continues to evolve; however, the 
term is used to describe a person who 
does not identify with the biological 
sex, and thus the corresponding 
traditional gender conventions of 
that sex, assigned to them at birth. It 
should also be noted that transgender 
is distinct from sexual orientation.
According to transgenderlaw.
org, nearly five percent of the world 
population is transgender. To put 
this into perspective, a 2011 study 
conducted by Williams Institute 
UCLA School of Law finds that 
there are approximately 700,000 
transgender individuals in the 
United States alone.
Transgenderlaw.org cites that 
roughly 83 percent of transgender 
individuals have experienced verbal 
abuse and nearly 37 percent report 
some form of physical abuse due to 
their gender identity. The concept of 
Barneys ad campaign is a step toward 
erasing this existing prejudice 
and discrimination suffered by 
the transgender community and a 
hopeful move toward acceptance.
The Barneys catalog in which 
these models will appear will also 
feature select parts of interviews 
with the models discussing their 
journeys. According to The New York 
Times, Dennis Freedman, the head 
of ad campaigns at Barneys who 
conceived this entire idea, feels that 
this is “a chance to create awareness 
of a community that has been left 
behind.”
Valentijn de Hingh, a transgender 
woman from Amsterdam featured 
as a model, states, “In this capitalist 
consumerist society, things only 
become acceptable when they 
become marketable.” In this 
statement, de Hingh accurately 
emphasizes the correlation between 
big business and its effect on societal 
conventions, further demonstrating 
the importance of this campaign in 
creating a sense of acceptance of the 
transgender community.
The representation of the models 
in this endeavor exceeds far beyond 
advertising; it is a social statement. 
Barneys should be commended for 
embracing these gender identity 
issues and giving the transgender 
community a voice in both the 
fashion world and modern 
society.
by Nicole Corbin ’15
Asst. Opinion Editor
SOCIETY
Barneys New York Sets Precedent in LGBT Sphere 
Department Store Gives Transgender Community a Voice
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poorly attended by our student body. 
Jose Jimenez ’14 (SOAR President) 
comments on the lack of people, 
particularly white students, at BMSA 
events, and wonders if it is because 
they “do not want to be placed in an 
uncomfortable situation or if they 
associate BMSA with only minorities 
and therefore do not see a reason for 
them to show up.”
Anish Agrawal ’15 (BMSA Vice 
President) proposes that perhaps 
attendance is poor at some events “since 
our events do challenge the student 
population to be more interactive 
and come out of their comfort zone.” 
Both Jimenez and Agrawal firmly 
thwarted the assumption that BMSA 
events (including events from BMSA-
affiliated clubs such as SOAR) are only 
for multicultural or minority students.
Emma Lane ’14 (BOP Secretary) 
talked about a club’s responsibility to 
reach members of the student body. 
She mentions that “yummy, unique 
food” always helps boost an event’s 
attendance, as well as proper planning 
in relation to the “time of the week and 
type of event.” Lane also highlighted 
creativity in marketing techniques as 
a major factor for high participation at 
events.
Caroline Jones (SHEPARD Vice 
President) explains that “club exec 
boards are always trying to think 
‘beyond the pizza box’ to bring 
students to their events.” She mentions 
an unwillingness to learn about new 
by Jenn Giffels ’14
Senior Staff Writer
CAMPUS
Our Unity And Support Should Be Present On Campus
Giffels ’14 Responds to Last Week’s Alumni Letter 
Last week’s issue of The Cowl 
featured a strongly-worded article by 
PC alumni shaming the current student 
body for our “pathetic” attendance at 
Men’s Basketball games. While coming 
together as a college and cheering on 
our team is a thrilling, endearing, 
and sometimes emotional experience, 
this type of union and energy should 
be happening at many other venues 
outside of men’s basketball games.
Besides the obvious Women’s 
Basketball games, a plethora of events 
is hosted every week on campus 
by all the clubs and student groups 
that work hard to inform, educate, 
entertain, and unite the student body 
(as well as professors and the outside 
community). Treleaven ’09 and Holt 
’09 comment that we “have failed to 
notice the accomplishments and efforts 
of [our] fellow classmates,” yet the 
same comment can be made about the 
accomplishments and efforts of other 
student groups on campus, which go 
largely ignored.
Treleaven and Holt go on to make the 
bold assumption that all students have 
endless amounts of free time during 
“syllabus week.” While many students 
would agree that the workload is less 
during the first week of classes, this 
does not mean we are sitting around 
and twiddling our thumbs. Seniors are 
applying and interviewing for jobs, 
juniors who were abroad are catching 
up with friends they haven’t seen in a 
while, dedicated students are getting a 
head start on the work for challenging 
courses, others are working at their 
jobs, and the list goes on.
If, as Treleaven and Holt insist, men’s 
basketball games are the “highlights 
of [our] time on campus” and “one of 
the better experiences [we] can have at 
PC,” then this certainly does not speak 
well of the ability of the student body 
to make the most of our time at PC 
and to have meaningful contributions 
and memorable moments. It implies 
that the most valuable contribution we 
have is spending our money in order 
to cheer on a select group of males so 
that they will win games and continue 
to provide income for the school.
If Treleaven and Holt wish to 
condemn the student body for not 
attending men’s basketball games, I 
wish to condemn us for not attending 
more events sponsored by the clubs 
and student groups on campus. While 
sports are fun to watch, and our own 
experiences playing sports have taught 
us valuable lessons, there is much to 
be gained and experienced from the 
countless events that happen on and 
around our campus every single day.
Students on the boards of various 
campus clubs have interesting 
insight as to why some events are 
topics or branch out from existing 
friend groups as possible explanations 
for low attendance at events. “I find 
that I see a lot of overlap among 
students at events. There’s somewhat 
of a gap in the student body—those 
who are ‘involved’ and those who 
aren’t,” says Jones.
Emily Kennedy ’15 (SEAC 
Secretary) does not find the problem 
to lie necessarily with the apathy of 
the student body in relation to certain 
issues such as the Think Outside the 
Bottle campaign of which she is a 
part, but rather with their willingness 
to attend events. Kennedy comments, 
“It is my hope that the students who 
support these changes [like Think 
Outside the Bottle] would show more 
willingness to get involved in the clubs 
that can help our school improve its 
‘green’ reputation.”
So as we consider this intersection 
of issues at the heart of overall low 
attendance at campus events, let’s 
all make a pledge this week not 
to automatically delete the emails 
advertising events and to stop to read 
that flyer outside Slavin. Let’s support 
our Men’s and Women’s Basketball 
teams, but also remember that our 
sense of unity, support, interest, and 
involvement should be present right 
here on campus in conjunction with 
our student clubs and groups, not just 
behind the doors of the Dunk.
Send your responses and letters to the editor to  
cowlcommentary@gmail.com
Hello Friars! I miss so many of 
you, as I am in Limerick, Ireland for 
the semester. Here, I am enrolled in 
five classes—a similar course load to 
Providence College. Besides being 
in another country and adjusting 
to the Irish lifestyle, there was one 
notable difference when it came to 
my semester expenses. My total cost 
for textbooks this semester: $0.00. 
Hard to believe that I have spent no 
money on textbooks. At Limerick, 
all books requested by professors 
on their syllabi are REQUIRED TO 
BE available in the library. This fact 
alone may surprise PC students. 
Further, most textbooks are available 
online, free of charge, to students 
at the university. Still want your 
own paper copy to highlight? No 
problem—there is an on-campus 
used bookstore where students can 
come in at any time and see if the 
textbook they want is available, at a 
ridiculously affordable price. In class 
by Kelly Leyden ’15
Guest Opinion 
ABROAD
In the last edition of The Cowl, 
Morris ’14 and Sciotti ’15 both 
asserted that legal abortions were 
“safe, sterile” procedures. With all 
due respect, I beg to differ.  Regardless 
of the law, abortion is never safe. 
Most abortions are conducted 
outside of medical facilities. The 
Second Look Project cites a study 
that found, “71 percent of abortions 
in the United States are performed 
in free-standing abortion-dedicated 
clinics. Only five percent are 
performed in hospitals, two percent 
in physicians’ offices and 22 percent 
in other kinds of clinics.”  The Center 
for Disease Control and Prevention 
counted 411 deaths as a result of 
complications from legal abortions 
between 2009 and 1973, the year 
abortion was legalized throughout 
all fifty states. One of these cases 
received national attention in 
the past year when abortionist 
Kermit Gosnell was charged with 
involuntary manslaughter on May 
13, 2013, as reported by Sarah Cliff 
in The Washington Post.  Earlier that 
year, on Feb. 7, a young woman died 
of complications from a 33-week 
botched abortion at an abortion 
clinic in Germantown, Md., as 
reported by Scott McCabe in The 
Washington Examiner. In 2013, a 
Chinese meta-analysis published in 
Cancer Causes and Control found a 
44 percent increased risk of breast 
cancer among women who have had 
abortions, as reported by Joel Brind, 
Ph.D on lifenews.com.
Furthermore, abortion threatens a 
woman’s mental health.  The Second 
Look Project cites an online survey 
conducted by afterabortion.com, a 
pro-choice post-abortion support 
site, in which “80 percent of the 
women surveyed experienced guilt, 
83 percent regret, 79 percent loss, 
62 percent anger, and 70 percent 
depression.” My mother has two 
close friends who have had abortions, 
and both have suffered extreme guilt 
and depression. I can testify that 
one of the largest groups present at 
the March for Life in Washington, 
D.C., is Silent No More, a group 
of women, as well as men, who 
regret having had or encouraged an 
abortion.  They hold signs that read, 
“I regret my abortion,” or “I regret 
lost fatherhood.” At the end of the 
March, outside the Supreme Court, 
many of these women and men 
give testimonies about the pain that 
their decision caused them and their 
families.
Mattie Brinkerhoff, an advocate 
for women’s suffrage, wrote in 
1869, “When a woman destroys 
the life of her unborn child, it is an 
evidence that either by education or 
circumstances she has been greatly 
wronged.” We as a society have 
wronged women by giving them 
the illusion that abortion is a safe 
alternative to birth.  If you have a 
friend who is facing an unplanned 
pregnancy, let her know that she can 
find help at The Gabriel Project in 
Providence, a free and confidential 
pregnancy care service.  The number 
is (401)-421-6833 ext. 225/218.  If you 
have a friend who is hurting after an 
abortion, let her or him know that 
she or he can find healing at the Post-
Abortion Ministry in the Diocese of 
Providence.  The number is (401)-
421-7833 ext. 218/217.
by Thomas Pell ’15
Guest Opinion 
SOCIETY
Pell ’15 Says “Abortion 
is Never Safe” 
Response to Pro-Life Vs. Pro-
Choice Feature
so far, two of my professors have 
encouraged us never to buy the book 
from the bookstore and to exhaust all 
resources before purchasing the book 
new. WAKE UP PC PROFESSORS, 
IT’S TIME TO ADOPT THIS 
LIFESTYLE. At Limerick, there are no 
special University-specific versions 
of books that students have to pay 
hundreds of dollars for. Or textbooks 
you buy that are unbound and have 
to be placed in 3-ring binders (a trick 
many textbook companies use so 
when you’re finished, the boundless 
book has little resale value). 
Although it’s early in the semester, I 
do not feel as if my learning has been 
compromised by the fact that I don’t 
have $900 worth of textbooks sitting 
on my desk. Added bonus, I don’t 
have to worry about trying to resell 
books on Amazon or trying my luck 
at the Huxley Avenue vendors come 
finals week. PC professors have to 
realize if the $50,000 price tag for a 
semester wasn’t already too high, 
then paying for all the ridiculous 
books sure tips the iceberg. Just some 
perspective for all of you! Cheers!
Apply for the  
Opinion Section 
at 
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Textbooks: 
Really Worth the Price?
Dear PC Students,
You took a lot of heat over the last week. Most of it pretty deserved. Your 
attendance at basketball games at the Dunk has been pretty dismal. But something 
crazy happened on Tuesday night. You showed up. And you stood up. And you 
were loud. I know the guys couldn’t finish off the comeback but wasn’t that 
comeback in the 2nd half a lot of fun? Did you feel the electricity the Dunk can 
have if you are there in force and making your presence known? The rest of the 
crowd feeds off of you. If you stand up and yell and start chants, the other fans 
in the building will join you. You saw first hand how loud the Dunk can be when 
everyone is standing and cheering on our Friars. Opposing players should want 
to HATE playing in front of you at the Dunk.
Tuesday night was great. But there are 3 home games left on the schedule. 
Only 3 more opportunities to see this team and great group of seniors, Ted 
Bancroft, Kadeem Batts, Bryce Cotton and Lee Goldsbrough, play at the Dunk. 
So my message to you is this: Keep it up.
Go Friars!
Mike Hopkins ‘10
Dear PC Students, 
Want to join us?
www.TheCowl.com
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We Should Support All Friar Teams 
Tangents & Tirades
Proper Laundry 
Etiquette is a Must
by Kayla Fernandes ’14 & 
Keely Mohin ’14 
EIC & Associate EIC
EDITORIAL
Unpredictable 
Weather is a Blessing
by Brianna Abbott ’17 by Kelly Sullivan ’15
PHOTOS COURTESY OF WIKIMEDIA COMMONS
It astonishes me that a lot of people 
still don’t seem to understand basic 
laundry etiquette. There are floors 
and floors of people in every building, 
and a limited amount of machines, so 
we all need to learn how to budget 
our machine time properly in order 
to avoid annoying the entire laundry 
room community. Leaving clothes 
in the washer or dryer might not be 
as bad as taking the elevator down 
from the second floor of McVinney in 
workout attire (clearly you’re going 
to the gym—you can’t walk down 
two floors?), but it still disrupts the 
rhythm of everyone else actively trying 
to move their laundry along. Five 
minutes or so is acceptable, but, if your 
clothes air dry in the washing machine, 
you’re leaving them in too long. We’re 
all fully-functioning college students; 
we should be able to plan ahead an 
hour to make sure that we’re there to 
pick up our clothes as to not inhibit 
others. Nobody wants to touch your 
underwear, but they will if they have to. 
This is a public service announcement 
asking all of Providence to get to the 
laundry room on time—we don’t need 
to know your dirty laundry.
by Matt Santos ’14
One day after we found it kosher 
to go outside without a jacket, a week 
of snow commenced. The always 
puzzling and incessantly changing 
New England weather struck again 
and it is weeks like this that make 
me happy that I go to a school in 
New England. Say what you want 
about the capricious and incredibly 
variable weather around here, getting 
to enjoy a bit of everything can be 
pretty gratifying. Something about 
being able to hang out on a porch 
on Super Bowl Sunday and enjoy a 
winter wonderland the next morning 
offers a chance to experience it all. As 
I have heard it described by some of 
my friends, we could cross country ski 
around the still-slippery paths of our 
campus the same week as we could 
enjoy an evening outdoors. Perhaps it 
can be frustrating never knowing what 
season’s wardrobe to bring from home. 
Perhaps not knowing if it is time to 
retire the winter jacket and break out 
the shorts can be a nuisance. But give 
me a quad on which in one school year 
you can both build a snowman and go 
down a slip and slide? I’ll take that 10 
times out of 10.
Between reading the guest opinion 
on student attendance in last week’s 
issue of The Cowl and this week’s 
response by Jenn Giffels ’14, it has 
become clear that there are some 
differing issues over what constitutes 
“supporting our fellow classmates.” 
Don’t get us wrong, basketball games 
are enjoyable, but as Giffels points 
out, there are events and many more 
organizations that make PC a fun 
and memorable four-year experience 
for students. Though our student 
attendance at basketball games has 
been called into question, one might 
instead question the fact that there are a 
number of other sports, organizations, 
and events that do not receive nearly 
half the attention that they deserve. 
While Giffels makes an excellent 
argument in favor of attending more 
club-sponsored events, we want to 
make an additional argument for 
supporting other athletic teams as well. 
We must confess, The Cowl has at 
times been guilty of this very behavior. 
Basketball and hockey are easily the 
only two most well-covered and well-
attended sports that PC offers. It is 
rare that a week goes by in which one 
of those two sports is not covered in 
our Sports section. Now, both of these 
teams have had great seasons, and fully 
deserve to be featured, but sometimes 
we have to stop to ask: what about the 
other sports? 
The opinion piece last week 
questioned our support for the 
accomplishments of our fellow 
students, a statement with which we 
partially agree. We should recognize 
the accomplishments of our fellow 
students, but that should extend far 
beyond the basketball court. Few of us 
realize the hard work and long hours 
that go into being a student athlete 
here. While most of us are complaining 
about our reading assignments and 
essays, many student athletes are 
balancing all of that with a rigorous 
practice schedule. Let us recognize 
the accomplishments of the entire 
population of student athletes. 
Instead of focusing on the lack of 
attendance at the games of one specific 
sport, we should be encouraging 
students to support the many other 
athletes that work just as hard as their 
more publicized counterparts. Instead 
of limiting our support to one team and 
one venue, let us take this time to show 
our support for, and acknowledge the 
many accomplishments of all of the 
talented men and women of PC Cross 
Country, Track & Field, Softball, Field 
Hockey, Soccer, Swimming & Diving, 
Lacrosse, Ice Hockey, Basketball, 
Volleyball, and Tennis. 
Bruno Mars owned it during his 
halftime performance on Sunday. 
The way he began his performance 
took me by surprise—I didn’t even 
know he played the drums. His gold 
blazer was a showstopper fitting for 
the Super Bowl. His presence and 
dance moves commanded the stage 
and showed a confidence that set a 
great tone for his whole performance. 
Every single one of these elements 
seem a lot like Michael Jackson to 
me. His energy, dance moves, voice, 
and obvious joy in performing were 
akin to the performances of MJ. 
Could Bruno’s fancy footwork be the 
genesis of a modern day moonwalk? 
There were traces of Jackson in every 
aspect of Mars’ performance. All he 
was missing was a glove.
Mars Is a Modern 
Michael 
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Summer 2014 
New York, London, and the World
• Day / evening classes at three  
 convenient New York locations
•  Credits transfer easily
•  Competitive tuition rates
•   Live on campus
•  Month-long study abroad options 
eeo/aa
Session I:
May 27 - June 26    
Session II: 
July 1 – August 5
Learn more at fordham.edu/summer.
50 Radcliffe Ave., Providence www.freyflorist.com
Start Your Career in Accounting.
• Earn two degrees in just 15 months.
• Complete a 3-month paid residency at a leading 
accounting firm.
• History of 100% job placement.
The D’Amore-McKim MS in Accounting/MBA 
for non-accounting majors:
Visit us online or at an information session near you. 
Learn more about the program and upcoming events 
at msamba.northeastern.edu
Take the first step.
msamba.northeastern.edu
617.373.3244
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TOP LEFT: The African American Society sponsors Pajama Jam, featuring ’90s 
music from a live DJ.
ABOVE: Executive members of BMSA visit the Checkered Flag Indoor Karting 
as part of their annual retreat.
TOP RIGHT: In ’64 Hall, students sign up their teams for the upcoming Relay 
for Life, sponsored by Colleges Against Cancer.
RIGHT: Erika Flanagan ’14 collects items provided by the SAIL Office and Class 
of 2017 to create customized dry erase boards as part of several activities 
available during the snow day.
BELOW LEFT: Members of the PC Track Team build a life-size snowman along 
with a baby snowman on the track and field during their day off.
BELOW RIGHT: Bill McKendree delivers the keynote speech for the third 
annual Rhode Island Collegiate Conference on Values-Based Leadership.
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“Building a 
snowman!”
-Anna
What’s the best way to spend a snow day?
“Curled up in bed with a chick flick and hot cocoa.”
Emily Higgins ’17, Jill Fitzpatrick ’17,
and Amanda Hartmann ’17
“Sledding down Guzman Hill!”
Zachary Acunzo ’17
“Super Smash Bros. with the roomies!”
Joe Flynn ’15
“Snuggling up under a blanket and 
watching a movie.”
Dan Elfman ’16 and Pat Geraghty ’16
“Snowball fight on the quad!”
Mary Murphy ’17, Julia Carlock ’17, and
Rebecca MacEachin ’17
“Eating food.” 
Courtney Keating ’17, Caitlin Pursell ’17, and 
Annie Ladd ’17
PHOTO COURTESY OF PINTEREST
February 6, 2014
Best of the Super Bowl (Commercials)
by Kelly Laske '16
A&E Staff
titled "A Hero's Welcome." "A Hero's 
Welcome" documents Lt. Chuck 
Nadd's first day home after serving in 
Afghanistan. After being told he was 
going to give a speech in his hometown, 
the 24-year-old was surprised when he 
was welcomed home with a parade 
full of family members, friends, town 
residents, and Clydesdale horses. Even 
though the advertisement was planned 
by Budweiser months in advance, the 
emotions and people were real and 
genuine. Budweiser displayed the 
importance of honoring our soldiers 
and how important it is to give them a 
warm welcome when they come home.
The winner of the best Super 
Bowl commercial was known days 
before the game even happened. The 
advertisement by Budweiser titled 
"Puppy Love" took over the Internet 
the second it leaked. With the sad song
TELEVISION
"Let Her Go" by Passenger playing 
in the background, "Puppy Love" 
is about a puppy who escaped from 
an animal shelter and finds its way 
to the heart of a Clydesdale horse. 
Even though he is returned to the 
shelter countless times, he keeps 
finding his way back to the horse. 
When the puppy is finally adopted, 
the horse chases after the car, and 
with his fellow Clydesdales blocks 
the road so the driver cannot take the 
puppy. The commercial ends with 
the puppy leading the horses back 
to the farm where he plays with the 
horses and officially has a new home.
PHOTO COURTESY OF metro.us
PC Alum Shines in Community Play
DeSisto:
Continued from front page
In his house speech, Shea indicated 
that the play was 100 years old and 
was chosen because the theatre itself 
is celebrating 100 years. Despite 
being so old, the play felt rather 
contemporary. It tells the story of
William Magee, a writer engaged 
in a $10,000 bet with a friend that 
he can write an entire novel in one 
night. His friend gave him the key 
to a summer resort in the middle 
of winter, promising his key was 
the "only key to Baldpate." As 
the title suggests, he is mistaken. 
I cannot say more without giving 
away the huge twists. The play is 
a farce and the humor drives the
quick hour and 20 minutes. There is 
no intermission, but there is no need, 
because the cast keeps up the pace.
Actor Jeff DeSisto shines in his role 
as Max, a funny conman of sorts who 
lands himself into trouble when a gun 
is in his hand. DeSisto really stood 
out, likely a product of talent and his 
versatile experiences at PC. Another 
PC alum, Joe Henderson '84, plays 
John Bland, a hired hand who finds
his way into Baldpate. Actress Tanya 
Anderson is a veteran of 2nd Story and 
other local theatres like Trinity Rep, 
and her talent was unmatched. Peters 
the Hermit, played by John Michael 
Richardson, kept me laughing the 
entire time. I was intrigued at how 
well the cast as a whole was able to 
keep up the good comic timing. Even 
the set was beautiful. It was made of 
mostly wood but with intricate detail, 
like a gorgeous fireplace that burns 
throughout the show. It really set the 
scene, including the projected screen 
in the background, for a winter tale.
As a whole, the company did a 
terrific job of making a 100-year- 
old story into something enjoyable. 
My only criticism has nothing to 
do with the play itself or the way 
it was executed, but the theatre.
I felt that $20 for a student ticket 
was a bit expensive for community 
theatre. As a "theatre person," I 
absolutely support small theatres 
and know the $25 full price ticket is 
not asking too much, but I felt that 
$20 could deter students. It seems 
like $15 would be more reasonable 
to ask from a small college wallet.
If you are interested (which you 
should be!), Seven Keys to Baldpate 
plays until Feb. 23. Tickets are 
available by phone 401-247-4200 
or you can check out their website 
http://2ndstorytheater.com/upstage.
PHOTO COURTESY OF 2ndstorytheater.com
world why technology does matter, 
reiterating its powerful influence 
on bettering people's lives. The 
commercial is narrated by former 
NFL player Steve Gleason, who 
was diagnosed with ALS in 2011. 
Gleason has to use a "Surface" 
and "Tobii" eye-tracking system to 
communicate with friends, family, 
and Twitter. The commercial 
continues by showing extraordinary 
things that people can now do with 
technology, like showing a woman 
who miraculously regained her 
hearing, a man who is blind but 
can now paint again, a soldier 
serving in the war who got to 
watch his wife give birth to his 
child, and people who can now 
walk with newly designed limbs.
Budweiser sent tears down cheeks 
of many with one of its commercials
The Super Bowl, America's 
second largest eating day (after 
Thanksgiving) and unofficial 
national holiday, always gives 
viewers something to talk about, 
whether it is a stadium-wide power 
outage or wardrobe malfunctions 
during the halftime show. While 
  what goes on during the broadcast 
is heavily talked about the next day, 
what gets the most buzz of all are 
the ($4 million a slot) commercials. 
There is no other time throughout 
the year when people anxiously 
await the next commercial break, and 
with millions of dollars on the line, 
companies perfect advertisements 
that will get people talking.
A surprising reunion on a Dannon 
Yogurt commercial had everyone 
laughing. While a majority of the 
best Super Bowl commercials were 
more heartwarming than comical, 
Dannon Oikos reunited the men of 
Full House, bringing many back to 
the 90s when John Stamos, Bob Saget, 
and Dave Coulier lived in a crazy 
household together. The commercial 
is about ladies' man Uncle Jesse 
eating yogurt with a woman, when 
she spills it on his pants and neat 
freak (to say the least) Danny Tanner 
comes in, forcing him to take his 
pants off so he can clean them, 
completely ruining the moment. 
The ad took viewers off guard by 
reuniting their favorite sitcom cast.
M icrosoft's commercial titled 
"Empowering" had the ability to 
send chills through your body. 
"Empowering" simply reminded the
Page 13
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Disney's First Same-Sex Couple
by Katie Puzycki T7
A&E Staff
TELEVISION
Last Sunday, Disney Channel broke 
the mold with the introduction of the 
network's first ever same-sex couple 
on its popular program Good Luck 
Charlie. The show, which first aired 
in 2010, will be coming to a close in 
just a couple of weeks, but even so, it 
has managed to leave a remarkable 
impression on viewers in its final weeks.
Disney announced its news of 
featuring a same-sex couple on the show 
back in June, when a spokesperson 
released a statement in the network's 
defense (after the topic received much 
heat from the public) that "this particular 
storyline was developed under the 
consultancy of child development experts 
and community advisors," and that, like 
other programs on the channel, "it was 
developed to be relevant to kids and 
families around the world and to reflect 
themes of diversity and inclusiveness."
Among those against Disney's 
movement is the One Million Moms 
organization, a more conservative group 
who claimed that the station should 
stick with the entertainment of children, 
leave political correctness aside, and 
stop exposing their children to the ideas 
of homosexuality, which the group 
called immoral. Despite this particular 
institution's harsh comments, the 
corporation gained an insurmountable lot 
of respect from social networkers, news 
reports, and other supporters as well.
The premise of the episode is that 
the parents of Charlie set up a play date 
with classmate Taylor, but there is some 
confusion as Charlie's mom knows the 
classmate's mother as one name, and the 
dad knows her by another. When Taylor
arrives, Charlie's parents quickly realize 
that she has not one but two moms. The 
best part of this realization comes from 
the nonchalant manner in which the 
lesbian couple was introduced. The only 
reaction elicited from the characters came 
from Charlie's father, who simply noted 
that "Taylor has two moms," according 
to the script. No shock, awkward 
pauses, questioning or explanations; 
just total acceptance of the situation.
Although Disney has been under 
fire for its recent choice, it has stood 
by its decision, and by following the 
steps of other family oriented networks; 
this includes ABC Family, which has 
previously featured same-sex couples, 
and even a transgender teenager on
their hit shows The Secret Life o f the 
American Teenager, Pretty Little Liars, and 
The Fosters. The rationale for Disney 
has been to cater more to the reality of 
many of their viewers. In today's society, 
where homosexuality is becoming 
increasingly more accepted (though 
still highly discriminated against), it is 
important that young audience members 
who have gay parents are recognized 
just as equally, and why shouldn't 
they be? It is a further celebration of 
America's ever-changing diversity.
In fact, on the same night Good Luck 
Charlie's newest episode aired, another 
grandiose political statement was made 
during the 56th annual Grammy Awards, 
where 34 couples, both gay and straight,
were married on air as Macklemore and 
Ryan Lewis performed their critically 
acclaimed hit song "Same Love," which 
was up for nomination that night. The 
pro-gay anthem has not only helped in the 
duo's growth as artists, but has entirely 
swept the nation since its release, and has 
been very well-received by the industry, 
the LGBT community, and fans as a whole.
Disney's subtle release of its 
groundbreaking episode is something 
to be admired. It is teaching society 
that flashy statements are not 
necessary to address important issues 
by taking a rather controversial topic 
and not making a big deal out of it— 
an example we can all learn from.
C h o o se  your  o ff  cam pus ho u sin g  a s  c a r e f u lly
AS YOU CHOOSE YOUR ROOMMATES FOR 2 0 1 5 -2 0 1 6
Limerick 
29 Huxley Avenue
Edenderry 
98-100 Eaton Street
G alway
133 Pinehurst Avenue
T ollamore
138-140 Radcliffe Avenue
Killarney 
93 Pinehurst Avenue
C astlebar
127-129 Pinehurst Avenue
T ipperary
141-143 Pembroke Avenue
C laremorris 
94-96 Eaton Street
Only six vacancies left in the “Houses with the Irish Names” — on Eaton, across from the Smith Art Center.
Stan Kizlinski  Cell/Text 401-316-8457   Email skizlinski@verizon.net
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Hiddleston Takes the Stage as Coriolanus
by Alanna Smith '14
A&E Staff
THEATER
Shakespeare has been popular for a 
very, very long time. And yet, every year 
or so, there comes along an adaptation 
of one of his plays that generates a lot of 
buzz. In 1996, there was Baz Luhrmann's 
Romeo + Juliet and Kenneth Branagh's 
Hamlet, both of which transposed the 
stories into more modem time periods. 
Even more recently, 2013 held the release 
of Joss Whedon's version of Much Ado 
About Nothing, which featured many 
actors from the director's past TV series, 
and a daring one-man Broadway version 
of Macbeth starring Alan Cumming.
Most recently, Shakespeare fans 
were anticipating a particular London 
production of Coriolanus. The play is 
one of the least-read tragedies, and it is 
currently running in the tiny, 251-seat 
Donmar Warehouse. It tells the story of 
a Roman soldier and hero who is forced 
against his will into the world of politics. 
Because of his dislike for the common 
people and rude honesty, his enemies 
scheme to have him exiled from the city. 
He then seeks aid from his military rival, 
and in doing so, seals his doom. It is a very 
dark story. Despite seemingly having all 
odds stacked against the play, tickets 
were sold out within an hour of release.
Why this sudden surge of interest 
in the Shakespearean stage? To answer 
this question, one must turn to the 
sudden and explosive popularity of 
British culture. Over the last few years, 
it has been impossible to not notice the 
influx of various items bearing images 
of bright blue police boxes, or sporting 
quotes such as "I Am SHERlocked."
Many people, especially those of college 
age, have been obsessing over shows 
like Doctor Who, Sherlock, and Downton 
Abbey without shame. These fans do 
not fawn over just the shows, but over 
the actors who populate them as well. 
David Tennant, Ben Whishaw, Colin 
Morgan, Benedict Cumberbatch... 
all talented stage and screen actors 
who are now becoming household 
names thanks to this phenomenon.
This production of Coriolanus, 
directed by Josie Rourke, has a bit of this 
newfound star power. The cast features 
such names as Hadley Fraser, who has 
appeared in the 25th Anniversary show 
of The Phantom o f the Opera and in the 
Les Miserables film, and Mark Gatiss, 
co-creator and actor in BBC's Sherlock. 
The title role, however, is filled by Tom 
Hiddleston. Known for his portrayal 
of the trickster god Loki in Thor and 
The Avengers, Hiddleston has gained
a huge fanbase around the world. He 
is no stranger to Shakespeare, having 
recently played Prince Hal (later Henry 
V) in The Hollow Crown on BBC Two.
Due to the short run time and 
limited theater seating for the play, 
National Theatre Live broadcasted 
the production around the world on 
Jan. 30. The Avon Cinema on Thayer 
Street was one of the theaters to show 
it, with a live screening at 2 p.m. and 
an encore at 7 p.m. Despite it being a 
Thursday night, the 7 p.m showing had 
the Avon almost completely filled. Even 
though they were technically watching 
a movie—albeit a recording of a live 
performance—the audience still behaved 
as if the actors were actually present.
The staging and costuming were 
simple and ambiguous, and it seemed 
as though the adaptation could have 
been set in either Rome's early days or 
in some crumbling modem city. The
only backdrop was a wall, painted red 
and white, and covered with graffiti that 
changed to fit the mood of the scene. 
The floor featured a large red square, 
defined by paint and lighting, that was 
meant to evoke the confrontational 
feel of an arena. The only set pieces 
were chairs and a ladder; all actors 
sat in the shadows at the back of the 
stage when they were not needed. 
Red, the color of war and violence, 
brought vibrancy to the otherwise 
neutral costumes when various 
characters were spattered with blood.
The minimalist setup allowed 
the cast to shine. Even the ensemble 
members were fantastic, convincing 
in multiple roles. Deborah Findlay 
played Volumnia, mother of Coriolanus, 
with breathtaking pain and passion. 
Mark Gatiss brought humor touched 
with sadness in his role as the senator 
Menenius. Tom Hiddleston excelled in 
balancing the negative and sympathetic 
qualities of the title character. He was 
emotional without being over-the-top, 
from his rage on the battlefield to his 
fatal devotion to his mother. Hadley 
Fraser was a good foil to Hiddleston 
in the role of Aufidius, Coriolanus' 
rival; they had a chemistry that 
highlighted the tragic hatred and love 
that their characters felt for each other.
Any shortcomings that the production 
had were overshadowed by th e positive 
aspects. With almost no set and a cast of 
only 14 actors, it was still able to create 
and populate a convincing depiction 
of Rome, and it did great justice to 
Shakespeare's work. Maybe this play will 
now get the recognition it deserves, and 
hopefully we can expect more excellent 
Shakespeare adaptations to come.
This Week: Favorite Hoffman Film
Tim Morris
Favorite Film: The Master
His Views: Last May, I was aimlessly wandering 
through the Internet when I came across a teaser 
trailer for The Master. It runs for a minute and a half, 
focusing primarily on an exchange between World 
War II veteran Freddie Quell (Joaquin Phoenix) and 
his therapist. I was taken in by the psychological depth 
of this very short scene, and I decided to give the film 
a chance. For Joaquin Phoenix, The Master was his 
first film since I'm Still Here, a 2010 mockumentary 
that met with equal parts approval and criticism. It 
was Philip Seymour Hoffman, playing the role of 
Lancaster Dodd, who stole the spotlight. Dodd is 
the charismatic and unpredictable founder of "The 
Cause," a religious movement that has gained a  
small but loyal following. He takes Quell under his 
wing, but viewers will find themselves inexplicably  
attracted as well.
His Views on Serena: Over the holiday season, I 
was finally able to sit down and watch The Hunger 
Games: Catching Fire with a few of my friends. I was 
drawn to the film because of my unrequited love for 
Jennifer Lawrence, having already displayed my 
affection through viewings of Silver Linings Playbook 
and American Hustle. I was not disappointed by her 
performance, but I was pleasantly surprised when 
Philip Seymour Hoffman strolled onto the screen 
as Plutarch Heavensbee, also known as the Head 
Gamemaker. A master of his craft, Hoffman kept 
me guessing as to the allegiance of his character, 
tom between assisting Katniss Everdeen (Jennifer 
Lawrence) and satisfying the cruel whims o f  
President Snow (Donald Sutherland).
Serena Ambroselli
Favorite Film: The Hunger Games: Catching Fire
Her Views: News of Hoffman's sudden death 
shocked us all, especially since he so recently graced 
the silver screen in Catching Fire just three months 
ago. He introduced us to the character of Plutarch 
Heavensbee, someone who proved to be a pivotal role 
in orchestrating the rebellion. Hoffman's presence 
remained constant and interspersed throughout the 
film—he made Heavensbee alive and convincing as 
the Head Gamemaker, who for the majority of the 
film we believed to be on the side of President Snow, 
played by Donald Sutherland. Hoffman's role was 
meant to carry over into the two Mockingjay films, 
however seven days' worth of filming remains 
incomplete. It is unsure how the remaining scenes 
will be handled, but the Mockingjay movies will be the 
last time we see Philip Seymour Hoffman onscreen.
Her Views on Tim: Any performance that earned 
nominations from the Golden Globes and the 
Oscars is worth watching, and Hoffman's portrayal 
of Lancaster Dodd in The Master is one such 
performance. Dodd is the leader of the ambiguous 
religious organization called "The Cause," which is 
how Joaquin Phoenix's character Freddie Quell, an 
alcoholic World War II veteran, comes into play once 
Dodd recruits him to join the movement. Both actors 
offer their best performances, and Hoffman further 
validates his strength in playing unique and serious 
roles. His nominations and wins for a multitude of 
his roles stand as veritable testaments to his acting 
abilities: recall his performances in Doubt, The Ides o f  
March, and Capote, the latter earning him an Oscar.
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Boston
by Mary McGreal '15
A&E Staff
CULTURE
If Boston were a person, she would 
probably be an academically-focused, 
sports-obsessed medical doctor with 
a slightly aggressive attitude and an 
accent that some might find off-putting. 
So if one wanted to talk about all 
things musical—specifically indie and 
alternative—one might think that her 
neighbors Cambridge and Somerville 
might be better conversation partners. 
Do not let first impressions fool you— 
Boston is totally a shameless hipster. 
She is into all of the best bands—but 
you have probably never heard of them.
It may not be San Francisco, but Boston 
has a number of great establishments, 
including the Paradise Rock Club, the 
House of Blues, and Brighton Music 
Hall. A number of indie, alternative, and 
rock-focused musical events that pop up, 
especially during the warmer months, 
are evidence of a thriving industry. Last 
summer, Boston played host to the first 
annual Outside the Box, a free nine-day 
arts festival. There were performances 
by a number of local groups, as well 
as Boys Like Girls and British folk rock 
band The Dunwells. In May 2013 the 
inaugural Boston Calling Music Festival 
occurred, but if you missed it, no need 
to fret—Boston Calling is coming back. 
From Friday, May 23 to Sunday, May 25, 
the festival will return to City Hall Plaza. 
Organizers surprised fans by announcing 
a second installment in early September 
2013, which had more of an electronic, 
pop feel than the original and included 
acts such as Bat for Lashes, Major Lazer, 
Vampire Weekend, and Kendrick Lamar.
Recently released, the summer 2014
Calling
lineup is packed with well-established 
bands, niche favorites, and some local 
newcomers. On Friday, Jack Johnson, 
Edward Sharpe and the Magnetic Zeros, 
and Cass McCombs will perform. The 
Saturday lineup includes Death Cab for 
Cutie, The Head and the Heart, Frank 
Turner and the Sleeping Souls, The 
Neighbourhood, Warpaint, Walk Off the 
Earth, Maximo Park, and Magic Man. 
Sunday's lineup promises to delight 
with Modest Mouse, Brand New, 
Bastille, Tegan & Sara, Phosphorescent, 
Built to Spill, Kurt Vile and the Violators, 
The Districts, and Tigermanwoah!. 
A number of these bands are no 
strangers to the festival circuit.
There really seems to be something 
for everyone at this three-day outdoor 
festival. Groups such as Brand New, 
Tegan & Sara, and Modest Mouse have 
a strong following among Generation 
X-ers and Millennials, while local 
groups such as Magic Man showcase 
young talent. One of the highlights of the 
festival should be Bastille, a British rock 
electronic band that is quickly gaining 
fame in the United States. According to 
Boston.com, the bands play one at a time, 
which guarantees that festivalgoers have 
the opportunity to see—and hear—all 
their favorites. Staged on City Hall Plaza, 
the venue is relatively small and since 
it is in the heart of the city, organizers 
suggest utilizing public transportation. 
For those who have always wanted to 
go to Bonnaroo but could not spare a 
few hundred dollars, Boston Calling 
offers a more affordable alternative. 
Presale tickets have already sold out, 
but you can grab a one-day Friday 
ticket for $50 and a three-day ticket 
for $150. One-day tickets for Saturday 
and Sunday will be released soon. See 
bostoncalling.com for more information.
Trend Alert:
The Motorcycle Jacket
by Christina D'Adamio '16
A&E Staff
FASHION
Spring 2014 trends are hitting 
the runway. While spring is months 
away, one trend has taken over the 
catwalk; the motorcycle jacket is the 
designer commodity this year. The 
"moto jacket" has been featured in 
menswear collections, however, this 
season it has become a feminine 
staple. According to Ray A. Smith 
from the Wall Street Journal: Style & 
Travel, the moto jacket has become 
a clothing essential. The jacket is 
wearable for any season, not just 
spring. As Marcus Wainwright, 
designer and managing partner of 
contemporary label Rag & Bone 
reveals, "It’s a centerpiece of any 
women's wardrobe."
Designers including Balenciaga, 
Yves Saint Laurent, Oscar de la 
Renta, and Jason Wu have all 
experimented with leather jackets. 
Each designer has taken a unique 
and personal approach to the 
once refined, rebel outerwear. 
Retail stores such as Gap have 
also collaborated to produce less 
expensive moto options.
The motorcycle jacket has taken 
over the streets, and this biker chick 
look is one worth trying, as it will 
keep you looking chic all season 
long. If you are unsure how to 
style this classic piece, do not get 
discouraged. Some tips and tricks
are provided below.
For an edgy statement, black 
is your color palette. Pair a 
black motorcycle jacket with a 
matching black ensemble. Opt for 
a lightweight camisole with leather 
pants, or body-conscious skinnies. 
Throw on ankle booties for a New 
York style, or trade in ankle booties 
for neon pumps for a pop of color.
Dress up a leather jacket and add 
a girly twist to this rock hard trend. 
Pair a black motorcycle jacket with 
a neutral blouse and mini skirt. 
Choose a colorful mini, with eye- 
catching patterns. Throw on ballet 
flats, or for a night out, opt for sky- 
high wedges.
If boho-chic is more your style, 
pair a black motorcycle jacket with 
your favorite maxi dress. Choose 
a dress that is one tone in color. A 
white maxi is a wonderful option. 
This black and white combination is 
ultra sophisticated. Toss on ladylike 
heels for an elegant touch.
For a casual weekend style, 
throw on a black motorcycle jacket 
with your favorite vintage T-shirt. 
Opt for lightweight leggings, or 
draw string sweats. Throw on basic 
sneakers, preferably Converse, to 
finish off this low-key outfit.
Get ready to try these looks on 
your own. Follow the suggestions, 
or opt for something completely 
distinctive. The combinations 
are endless. When in doubt, be 
comfortable and stay confident.
Pad Says Hello 
with "Goodbye"
by Maria Grande '15
A&E Staff
MUSIC
There is some brightness in the midst 
of all this slushy, cold weather: Gianni 
Paci's new single, "Goodbye." Recorded 
with Cove City Studios, the masters 
behind Billy Joel, Jennifer Lopez, and 
Celine Dion, and produced by Eren 
Cannata, this single is sure to be stuck 
in everyone's head after just one listen. 
Gianni Paci (Gee-ah-nee Pah-chee, as 
he mentions on social media) is an up- 
and-coming artist with a combination 
of an electronic and alternative sound.
Released Feb. 1, via free download 
from giannipaci.bandcamp.com,
"Goodbye" tells the struggle of knowing 
that you have to let go of a relationship, 
despite still yearning for the love there 
once was. He mixes these heartfelt lyrics 
into a fun dance beat, sure to get anyone 
off their feet seconds into the track.
Paci has a muffled quality to his 
voice that adds a dreamy dimension 
to the electronic backdrop of the song. 
The track begins mellow, picking up 
speed a few seconds in, while flowing 
into a subtle beat drop at around 
the one minute and 30 second mark 
that creates the atmosphere for the 
rest of the song. Paci continues with 
a smooth bridge before closing with 
the fading lyric of the title: goodbye.
Fans of Paci have been flying to 
social media to give this new single 
praise. With 106 Twitter followers and 
329 Facebook fans, this newcomer has
received much love from admirers 
letting him know that his efforts will not 
be wasted. Paci even has the approval of 
teen magazine, Tiger Beat: "[Gianni] will 
be bursting onto the mainstream music 
scene soon." Recently, Paci was featured 
on the cover of Performer Magazine.
If you are looking for a track that 
is fun, upbeat, and great for dancing, 
then "Goodbye" is definitely worth 
a listen. Get the free download at 
giannipaci.bandcamp.com. Follow 
Paci on Twitter (@giannipacimusic), 
and like his Facebook and Instagram 
pages for all the latest Gianni Pad news.
ADVERTISEMENT The Cowl 17February 6, 2014
PC Student Specials: 
Offers valid with student ID 
 
Large buffalo chicken pizza $9.99 
2 large cheese pizzas $13.99 
3 large cheese pizzas $19.99 
2 large cheese pizzas and 20 wings 
$24.99 
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Lysistrada
An original musical version
Tuesday 11 February at 7 pm
story by Aristophanes, directed by Mary G. Farrell
Prepare:
2 Minute monologue
16 bars of a song or ballad
And, just to whet your appetite for theatre:
THESE SHINING LIVES opens Friday 7 !
Announcing Open Auditions for:
Don’t sing, but can dance?
We want YOU, too!
at Angell Blackfriars Theatre
April 4-6 & 11-13
More details:
401-865-2219 (auditions) or 401-865-2218 (tix) or check your email!
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If you really want to be serious about yourself, 
Write with a fountain pen, a black fountain pen. 
Your hospice nurse wants you to die faster. 
But she wants you to live because she needs to live 
And you are her living. This is the time of microwaves 
Without the “Add 30 Seconds” button. 
What if they called doorbells door-buttons? 
If the law stated you could only arrest yourself? 
I'd surely be like the lady who put cats in a million microwaves 
If I were you. But then again, maybe I'd leave the hens in their pen,
Remembering when the grasshoppers, no, the grass-choppers were alive. 
Don't you know how to drive faster? How to ﬁnish breathing faster? 
It's tearing faster,
The spider's web, the thread of your coat button, 
The hair on your head that needs color to live. 
You insist you can dress yourself. 
Sometimes in all the feathers, one never ﬁnds a suitable pen. 
Will Ted buy ﬂowers for your funeral? At your wedding he bought you a microwave. 
Ovens and toasters and allies and microwaves, 
All appliances or enemies or friends or slaves. Faster! 
You might call as overseer. Your whip a black fountain pen, 
Because you take yourself seriously. So you unbutton 
Your fears and your organs—your whole yourself
And ask where do moths' wings live 
After they are gone? Where do broken speakers live? 
The public speakers of our nation start micro-waves, 
Little movements in the fabric. Yourself: 
You won't have it. Somehow the TV moves faster 
As it arcs and approaches the ground. The power button 
Still works. History can't be unwritten with a pen. 
As the space forms a pen 
Around you, as the air lies about what lives, 
You can't seem to button 
Your wallet, so you reset clocks on microwaves. 
You windex the windows again, faster, 
This time than last, for all your life you've been yourself 
But never saw through the glass.
To Find a Suitable Pen
by Amanda Brown ’14
Portfolio Staff
poetry
Illustration by
Casey Lynch '14
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Two writers, 
one line: 
by Emily Goodnow ’14
Portfolio Staff
poetry
by Mason Sciotti ’15
Portfolio Editor
poetry
"It's just unlucky 
I guess"
It’s just unlucky I guess
That cell phones tend to ding less
When you wait for one to press
The buttons to respond, so you stress.
I sent that text nine minutes ago
But the library basement reception is slow
So maybe I should stand outside in the snow
Until I receive a responding glow. 
Texting is like playing ping-pong
Some exert strokes too long,
Or simply apply the technique wrong
It’s not like writing love songs. 
A text message should convey
The tone that one would use to say
The words one typed in the middle of the day
Texting is just a game we play. 
It’s just unlucky I guess
That we were in the same room but facing
Apart.
That in spite of being within 25 feet of each other
We couldn't manage to lock 
Eyes 
Just for an instant.
Just to see the other person looking too.
But if God intended us to be in that room together
And see each other for the ﬁrst time and fall
Madly
In Love. Then why didn't He at least
Shove
Me toward your half of the Kingdom?
There was a concrete wall between us
Sprayed with graffiti of little yellow people
Striking funny poses, a Wall that only
Reagan could've knocked down.
It's just unlucky I guess
That in spite of fervent glances, second chances,
Lost and icy Romances pleading for a ﬁre
I still remain Invisible.
The Shadow to your Light.
Sunlight pours into the empty 
apartment and covers the small 
grouping of photographs strewn 
across the floor. The door opens and 
a woman with her hair tied up and 
wearing overalls dotted with paint 
stains carries an ornate box into 
the room and puts it down next to 
the photographs. A faraway voice 
calls her, and as the woman goes 
to leave, she can’t stop herself from 
looking down at the photographs. 
A smile begins to break across the 
features of her face. As her dimples 
become prominent, she lets out an 
effervescent laugh and slowly walks 
out of the room. 
Upon closer inspection of the 
photographs, many of them depict a 
similar scene. The majority show the 
woman standing in various poses 
dressed in a gown that must have 
made onlookers question if Cinderella 
was now unable to attend a certain 
ball, with a smile similar to the one 
she displayed only moments ago. In 
a few of them she is lined up next to 
women in putrid colored dresses, 
beside a cake that seems like it may 
tip over, and in the middle of the 
dance ﬂoor looking around at all her 
family and friends.
 A quick glance at the photographs 
would suggest nothing other than a 
momentously happy occasion that 
might even evoke jealousy in some 
particularly lonely women living 
in the apartment across the hall 
who had been observing the goings 
on in the building since the early 
morning hours. One thing, however, 
was strikingly absent. In all of the 
pictures on the ﬂoor, there was not 
one photo that showed any signs of a 
groom, or even another bride. 
Within the ornate box lay 
photographs that will never see 
daylight if the woman has anything 
to say about it. The photographs are 
stuffed under leftover bags of rice and 
place cards, right where the woman 
had put them.  The only distinction 
between the photographs in the box 
and the photographs on the ﬂoor is the 
appearance of a man standing next to 
her in an ill-ﬁtting tuxedo. His smile is 
no less broad than the woman’s, and 
the photographs include none of the 
usual culprits that sentence a photo 
to oblivion, like closed eyes or ﬁngers 
over the lens, but still they have been 
relegated to the bottom of the box. 
The woman walks in carrying 
another box and throws it down lightly 
on the ﬂoor. This time a man follows 
her into the room, in an obvious state of 
distress under the three boxes he ﬁghts 
to keep from falling to the ground. He 
puts them down next to hers and she 
shakes her head and grimaces, pointing 
toward the hallway that leads to the 
other rooms. He silently obeys and 
returns covered in sweat.
“I can’t believe we actually did it; 
aren’t you so excited sweetie?” the man 
says out of breath, reaching for her to 
come to him.
“I am...honey,” she whispers, letting 
him pull her into a hug. 
“And now that the wedding is over 
we’ll get to spend much more time 
together,” he proposes and then lightly 
kisses her as he leaves to get more boxes. 
The woman stays in the room and 
looks back down at the photographs, 
the smile absent from her face. As she 
leaves, the only thing she can think of 
is the number of people who, before 
they could leave, felt like they had 
to make a point of going to her and 
saying, “What a beautiful wedding. 
It’s like nothing I’ve ever seen before.” 
That was exactly what she wanted, 
wasn’t it?
by Kiernan Dunlop ’14
Portfolio Staff
fiction
All For a Moment in the Sun
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Listomania
Things Sold on eBay that Shouldn't Be
Tiffany & Earl Making PC an emotionally stable place one letter at a time
Dear Silly Soph,
This question has the easiest answer ever, and I 
have no idea how you are even in college because like, 
seriously, you are as dumb as a pile of rocks for having 
to ask; FOLLOW YOUR FREAKIN' HEART! LIVE IN 
THE NOW! CARPE DIEM! Did you not learn anything 
from Civ? Life is short, and chances are, you won’t 
even be remembered for what you do after college… 
so why not ENJOY college NOW while you can (aka 
be a marketing major)?! 
But seriously, I can justify this. Don’t kill your 
GPA. Don’t stress yourself out. Choose a major you 
like, no, a major you LOVE, and run with it. If you are 
concerned solely with making money and you end up 
trapped as a Bio Chem double major aspiring to go to 
med school, not only will you be on the verge of an 
Amanda Bynes breakdown, which is sooo not hot, but 
you will also most likely be stress eating, getting fat, 
and killing your complexion. 
So do what you love, and if all else fails, marry for 
money. It’s really easy… trust me!
XOXO
This week...
Dear Tiffany and Earl,
I'm a sophomore getting ready to 
choose my major. I'm worried about 
getting a good job after college, but 
also don't want to study something 
that will kill my GPA (and free time). 
Which major do you think will give me 
the best bang for my buck?
Sincerely,
Too Many Choices
Disclaimer
The Tiffany & Earl feature is a satirized account of 
Providence College. Both the question and answers are 
purely works of ﬁction. Tiffany & Earl are anti-heroes 
whose comments ultimately satirize the stereotypes 
they each represent.
Dear Sophomoric Sophomore with a Sophist Stance 
toward Education,
You are an arrogant and ignorant sophomore 
worried about your major? Well, let me ask you 
something. Have you ever considered majoring in 
shallowness and stupidity?
Your views on the educational system are 
disgusting and repulsive at best. Your world is 
centered on money. You want to have a high-
paying job with no work. You want a good job with 
no knowledge. This is what is crippling America, 
my friend. Lazy, unmotivated, consequentialist 
philosophies. 
I implore you to seek higher educational purposes, 
to want to learn for the thirst of knowledge, not for 
the promises of riches. I want you to choose a major 
regardless of time or GPA. Choose a major that 
interests you. Because what is life without joy?
Now that is what someone who gave a ﬂying **** 
about education would say. What does Earl say? 
Avoid anything less than three syllables long. The 
longer the major, the more money involved. And if 
you have too much work? It is called cheating, my 
friend. Find yourself a nerdy friend, and make him 
carry the brunt of work for you. 
It is those who cheat who stay on top. Look at Bill 
Belichick, Barry Bonds, and all of Wall Street. Become 
a lion and start cheating, little lamb. Follow me, little 
lamb. Let Earl be your shepherd and bring you to the 
promised land. 
Fossilized Dinosaur Excrement - $14.99
It’s just unlucky I guess
That we were in the same room but facing
Apart.
That in spite of being within 25 feet of each other
We couldn't manage to lock 
Eyes 
Just for an instant.
Just to see the other person looking too.
But if God intended us to be in that room together
And see each other for the ﬁrst time and fall
Madly
In Love. Then why didn't He at least
Shove
Me toward your half of the Kingdom?
There was a concrete wall between us
Sprayed with graffiti of little yellow people
Striking funny poses, a Wall that only
Reagan could've knocked down.
It's just unlucky I guess
That in spite of fervent glances, second chances,
Lost and icy Romances pleading for a ﬁre
I still remain Invisible.
The Shadow to your Light.
Memories of yesterday come to go,
Like pages pulled from books to catch and throw 
Behind the backs of teachers in those days, so long ago.
Flush away the sense again,
Strolling through the day again.
Meaning drifts away from matter,
Like disembodied souls left in the wind all tattered
Drifting to the shores where hope and love are shattered.
Flush away the sense again,
Strolling through the day again.
In the Morning
by Justin Fernandez ’15
Asst. Portfolio Editor
poetry
WWI German Gas Mask - $404.00
Velociraptor Cage with Full-Sized Raptor - $100,000,100
Net Gun - $579.90
Urban Warrior Potato Cannon - $60.26
Taxidermy Squirrel Pair in Karate Poses - $107.58
Fire Truck - $69,000.00
Taxidermied Elk/Bear/Mule/Deer Bundle - $500.00
Ghost Hunting Equipment - $43.00
Nicolas Cage Autographed Photo - $89.99
Shrunken Heads - $25.06
Used Underwear - $10.00
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How Important is a Mobile 
Quarterback in the NFL?
Not Important Important
by Pat Shea '14
Sports Staff
club hockey
In the 
News
Women’s Cross Country Team Recognized: The Providence College 
Women’s Cross Country Team added a few more trophies to their impressive 
2013 collection. On Jan. 2, the team was recognized three separate times by 
Words Unlimited. As a team they won the Words Unlimited Team of the 
Year, while their coach and one of their senior leaders also took home an 
award. Head Coach Ray Treacy ’82 won the Words Unlimited Coach of the 
Year and Emily Sisson ’14 won the Female Athlete of the Year. Although 
very humbling, these awards cannot even begin to show the dominance 
that this team demonstrated all season. After starting the season at No. 1, the 
team proved its pre-season ranking right and finished the year as National 
Champions. This year was the second time that Treacy has been able to 
capture the elusive No. 1 spot at the end of the fall. The championship also 
marked Sisson’s final competitive race in college, but she will be back in 
Friartown in the coming years to continue mentoring the younger runners.
Pre-season Awards Doled Out for Softball: On Feb. 4 College Sports 
Madness named three Women’s Softball members to their Pre-season All-
Big East Team. The committee recognized infielder Kristie Dederick ’15, 
outfielder Kiki Baldassari ’16, and pitcher Kiara Amos ’16 to this team in 
preparation for the upcoming season. 
Friar Forward Named Finalist for Walter Brown Award: On Feb. 3rd 
Ross Mauermann ’15, a forward on the Providence College Men’s Hockey 
Team, was named one of the 16 finalists for the Walter Brown Award, the 
season-culminating award that goes to the best player in college hockey as 
named by the Gridiron Club of Greater Boston. Mauermann has been the 
heart and soul of the No. 8 team in the country. He was named an assistant 
captain before the season and has set an example all season long with 
his outstanding play. He has scored 16 goals and notched 15 assists this 
year with the team. He is currently third in the Hockey East in overall in-
conference points, as he has 18. He will try to become the fourth Friar player 
to win the award, and the first since Mike Omiciolli ’99 in the ’98-’99 season. 
Club Hockey Back in Action 
The Providence College Men's 
Hockey Club has hardly had time to 
catch their breath from the start of 
classes to their first game. On Sunday, 
January 26, the Club Friars were able 
to tie a tough Villanova University 
team whose record was 14-6. The Club 
Friars gave the Ice Cats of Villanova 
an incredible game, with two well-
matched teams that saw a 3-3 tie with 
goals scored by Jake Cole '17, Ryan 
Kiska '16, and Niall Cahill '15.
After this match, the Club Friars 
took a bus up north to face off against 
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute (RPI) 
on Saturday and the University of 
Vermont the following Sunday. The 
game against RPI resulted in a 5-4 
loss for the team as they were looking 
towards the following day to play 
their American Collegiate Hockey 
Association conference game against 
University of Vermont.
The Club Friars were able to recover 
quickly from the previous day's 
With the outcome of this year's 
Super Bowl, we learned more than 
just that the Seahawks are the best 
team in the NFL; we learned that San 
Francisco is their toughest competitor, 
with possibly even Carolina up 
next. And what do all these teams 
have in common? Oh yes, a running 
quarterback. Which leads us to the 
question: Is the NFL now entering the 
era where the running quarterback is 
crucial to a team’s success? I believe 
it is not. The talent of players such as 
Colin Kaepernick, Russell Wilson, and 
Cam Newton are without question, for 
they add a dimension to the position 
and more is usually better. But that 
is not what has these teams at the 
top of the league, for in a league that 
favors the offense, being able to stop 
that is what matters most. It is not a 
coincidence that this season's statistics 
on Defensive Points allowed rank as 
follows: Seattle No. 1, Carolina No. 
2, and San Francisco No. 3. Offense is 
getting easier for most teams, so the 
ones who can combat this trend the 
best will be in prime positions to hold 
the Lombardi Trophy. Look for the 
secondary to become a prized jewel 
of future contenders, with the team 
leading the league in stopping the 
pass as victors.  
-AJ Stueck '14
Super Bowl XLVIII pitted the 
traditional drop-back passer against the 
increasingly popular mobile quarterback. 
Peyton Manning set a Super Bowl 
record, completing 34 of 49 passes. Yet he 
was a non-factor on the ground, and the 
Broncos lost by 35. Is the NFL entering a 
new era of quarterbacking? 
All signs point to yes. Manning and 
Brady, heralded for their throwing 
abilities, suffered embarrassing losses 
to end their respective seasons. In the 
AFC championship game, the Patriots 
collected 64 total yards on the ground. 
Last Sunday, the Broncos collected 27. 
At this point in the development of 
professional football, teams can’t be 
so reliant on passing, especially if the 
opposition has the best corner in the 
game covering a sorry receiver like 
Crabtree. 
Now consider Russell Wilson, who 
not only throws like John Elway, but 
scrambles like Fran Tarkenton. His 
legs have gotten him out of situations 
that undoubtedly would have sacked 
Manning or Brady, not to mention he just 
won the Super Bowl. Or consider Colin 
Kaepernick, the NFL’s premier running 
quarterback, whose 130-yard NFC 
championship rushing performance 
nearly brought the 49ers to their second 
consecutive title game.  He certainly 
challenged the formidable Seahawks 
defense more than Manning did. 
The NFL is, more than ever, a 
quarterback league. Looking at the likes 
of Wilson and Kaepernick and their 
recent successes, the league seems to be 
transitioning into the era of the mobile 
quarterback. If D2 high school football 
in Vermont is any indication, NFL teams 
employing this strategy will have the 
most success.       
  -Billy O'Brien '17
loss and took their revenge on the 
unsuspecting University of Vermont 
Wildcats, handing them a vicious 
beating 4-1. Goals were scored by 
Kevin Entwistle '15, Cahill '15, Kiska 
'16, and graduate student Will Adua 
'13. Goalie Tom Lyman '15 was in net 
and held UVM to just the one goal. 
Club senior Dan Travers '14 has been 
with the club since their beginning and 
when asked about the UVM game said, 
"It's nice to get a really good team win 
before coming back home, especially 
against someone in our conference, the 
Patriot West. I'm glad the guys came 
together for this one because we did 
hit a skid and we're looking forward to 
the next game."
The Club Friars are back at home 
and have two games back to back 
again this weekend. On Saturday the 
team will travel to Smithfield, R.I. to 
take on the Bryant Bulldogs and then 
they come back home to Schneider 
Arena for another game against UVM 
this Sunday.
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Where Are They Now?
by Veronica Lippert ’15
Sports Staff
big east
When NCAA realignment settled 
down at the end of last season, it left 
the Big East we knew scattered across 
the conferences. The ACC, Big Ten, 
and Big Twelve have all picked up 
former Big East members, while a new 
Big East and the American Athletic 
Conference (AAC) have both been 
fashioned from the remnants. Many 
former Big East members are quite at 
home in their new conference, while 
others are struggling in their new 
surroundings.
Sometimes it is difficult to remember 
that the first team to jump from the Big 
East was not Syracuse or Pittsburgh, 
but West Virginia. They had a rough 
transition season last year, going 5-14 
in conference, but are having better 
luck this year, hovering around .500 
for most of the conference schedule.
West Virginia was the first domino 
to fall, but over the last two seasons, 
team after team left for greener 
football pastures. Following the script 
set by realignment in 2005, most went 
to the ACC. 
Syracuse has done exactly what 
is expected of them, undefeated 
and top in their conference with the 
unanimous No. 1 ranking in both 
polls. 
Pittsburgh too seems right at home at 
No. 3 in the conference, with their only 
losses  coming against ranked teams. 
Notre Dame made their jump a 
year before originally expected and 
the new conference has not been as 
kind to them. Starting the season 
ranked 21st, they are now at barely 
.500 overall and have mustered only 
three wins in conference play. 
Louisville does not leave for 
the ACC until next year, and the 
defending national champions have 
fared about as well as expected. They 
are second in their conference and 
ranked No. 12. However, they have 
yet to pick up a win over a ranked 
team and are running out of chances to 
do so.
Rutgers does not leave for the Big 
Ten until next year, but they may have 
faced the biggest shake-up of anyone 
this season, losing both their men’s 
basketball coach and AD to off-season 
scandal. In their first and only season 
in the AAC, Rutgers sits at 3-6 in 
conference play and have not yet hit the 
toughest stretch of their schedule. This 
does not bode well for the team’s future 
in the Big Ten, a conference that over the 
last few years has been arguably the best 
in the country.
The so-called Catholic Seven struck 
out on their own and Louisville and 
Rutgers jump next year, leaving three 
Big East teams stranded in a conference 
that is barely recognizable from the one 
they played in just last season. 
Cincinnati has taken full advantage 
of the weaker conference. They are 
undefeated in conference play and 
ranked 13th in the country. 
UConn sits smack in the middle of the 
AAC, and after a couple hiccups early in 
New Big East Teams
by DJ Anderson ’16
Sports Staff
big east
When the old Big East disbanded, 
many people were up in arms over the 
priorities of collegiate sports. People 
said that football was the only thing 
that mattered to the NCAA, and that 
some great basketball rivalries were 
being destroyed as a result. There 
is no questioning the merit of these 
arguments. Losing teams like Syracuse, 
Pittsburgh, Notre Dame, Louisville, 
West Virginia, Cincinnati, and UConn 
was a crushing blow to what was 
widely considered the best basketball 
conference in the nation. 
However, the Big East did the best it 
could have done to shoulder the blow. 
They held on to perennial powerhouse 
schools like Villanova, Georgetown, 
and Marquette, while also keeping ties 
with Providence, St. John’s, Depaul, 
and Seton Hall. With these parts of the 
original nucleus intact, the conference 
has been able to keep much of the 
respectability that they previously 
held as a basketball conference. 
Also, Creighton, Xavier, and Butler 
have been crucial additions to the 
conference. These teams have had 
mixed fates in their first year playing 
in a major conference. 
As many people expected, the 
Creighton Bluejays have had no 
trouble adjusting to life in the Big East. 
Halfway through the in-conference 
schedule, the father son/coach and 
player combination of Greg and 
Doug McDermott ’14 has propelled 
the team to an 18-3 overall record. 
Due to this as well as their 8-1 start to 
conference play, the team is currently 
first in the Big East and No. 12 in 
the country. Doug McDermott is the 
team’s unquestioned leader. He has 
been scoring at a jaw-dropping pace 
throughout his years at Creighton, 
and the move to a major conference 
has not been an obstacle for the 6’8’’ 
sharpshooter. 
McDermott is leading all eligible 
major conference players with 25 
points per game and has also averaged 
over seven rebounds a game in that 
time. However, he is not the only 
reason for the team’s success this 
year. They are an incredibly efficient 
offensive team, ranking first in assists 
per game and ninth in field goal 
percentage as a group. Their second-
best player, Ethan Wragge ’14, is 
considered by many people to be the 
most lethal three-point shooter in the 
country. His three point percentage is 
a staggering 49.7 percent on the year. 
Wragge has also proved that he 
can perform on the big stage. In the 
team’s biggest game this season, he 
tallied nine three point shots for 27 
points, going unconscious at some 
points in the game. This performance 
helped his team secure a 96-68 
blowout victory over Jay Wright’s 
Villanova Wildcats. One of the only 
games that this Creighton team has 
stumbled in came against the Friars, 
when they lost by double digits at the 
Dunkin' Donuts Center.
The Xavier Musketeers got off to a 
great start this season, going 13-3 in 
their first 16 games. However, since their 
matchup with Marquette on January 
9th they have gone 2-4, including a 
three game losing streak that they are 
currently riding. In that time they have 
dropped three road games to Creighton, 
Providence, and Villanova, as well as 
one home game against Seton Hall.
Regardless of the Musketeers' recent 
skid, they have proven themselves 
to be a formidable addition to the 
conference. Semaj Christon ’16 is an 
extremely impressive player out of 
Cincinnati, Ohio. In his sophomore 
season, he is averaging 17.1 points per 
game, improving his average last year 
by nearly two points. If he stays for 
another season, he could be one of the 
most dangerous players in the country 
next season (although many are saying 
he will leave for the NBA). The team 
will have a chance to avenge some road 
losses later in the year, and do not be 
surprised to see this team in the hunt for 
the Big East Championship at Madison 
Square Garden. 
The Butler Bulldogs have struggled a 
bit in their first year without Head Coach 
Brad Stevens. This should come to as no 
surprise to any casual basketball fan. 
Stevens had built Butler from the ground 
Old Big East Teams
their conference schedule, they seem to 
have straightened themselves out.  
For most of their decade in the Big 
East, USF was a team the rest of the 
conference beat up on and the AAC 
has been no different for them, as they 
have only recorded two conference 
wins so far.
Latest bracketology reports and 
computer predictions have five 
former Big East schools making the 
tournament. Syracuse has a bid all but 
assured and Cincinnati and Pittsburgh 
are getting close to locking one up. 
Louisville should hold on to one as 
well, but the lack of a signature win 
might leave them seeded lower than 
the record alone would suggest. UConn 
is in the opposite situation. They 
have a mediocre record, especially in 
conference, which is offset by a tougher 
non-conference schedule and a big win 
over No. 3 Florida.
up in his time at the school. In his five 
years with the team, Stevens took them 
to two national championships and 
four NCAA tournament appearances. 
His departure for the Boston Celtics 
definitely took a huge hit on his former 
team. 
Regardless, the Bulldogs have 
proven themselves a competent 
team in the new Big East. They are 
currently 12-9 overall and sit in ninth 
place overall in-conference. The team 
has also shown flashes of being very 
competitive. On Dec. 31, they took 
Villanova to overtime in a game in 
which they eventually fell 76-73. They 
were also able to overcome a tough 
Marquette team in a closely contested 
overtime game on Jan. 18, winning 69-
57.
Kellen Dunham ’16 has been a 
standout in his second year with the 
team, averaging 17.6 points per game. 
Unlike Semaj Christon of Xavier, 
Dunham is not expected to leave for 
the NBA after the season. He will 
continue to develop past this season, 
and will be a big part of Butler’s first 
few years in the Big East Conference.  
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PC Friars Fall to BC Eagles
Second Ranked Eagles Stymie Friars' Offense
Just seconds before the opening 
faceoff against the No. 2 ranked 
Boston College, the popular Saturday 
Night Live “More Cowbell!” skit 
was broadcasted over the Jumbotron 
at Schneider Arena. Then came the 
cowbells themselves: the night’s 
promotion that lured students to 
Schneider and resulted in a raucous 
sellout crowd. Unfortunately, the 
cowbells were not enough to propel 
the No. 7 ranked Providence College 
Hockey Team to victory, as they 
fell 2-0 to the Eagles. Despite the 
loss, it was an admirable defensive 
performance for the Friars, as they 
were able to keep the nation’s top 
offense at bay. Boston College’s two 
goals were significantly fewer than 
their season per game average of 4.4 
goals. 
The game was not nearly as 
lopsided as the shutout result may 
indicate, as Providence had their 
fair share of chances to score but 
were stymied by Boston College’s 
freshman phenom goalie Thatcher 
Demko, a former teammate of the 
Friars' starting goalie Jon Gillies 
’16. Demko stopped all 30 Friar 
shots in his shutout performance, 
while Gillies performed admirably, 
stopping  28 out of 30 Eagle shots 
despite taking the loss. 
Regardless of the game's result, 
Coach Nate Leaman praised his 
team for competing following a 
disappointing 6-1 loss in the prior 
game to UMass Lowell. “I thought 
we competed hard… we came back 
with a good effort, we got back 
to playing our style of hockey,” 
Leaman remarked in the post-game 
press conference. Not surprisingly, 
however, Coach stressed that the 
offense needs improvement going 
forward. “I didn’t think we got to 
the net enough,” Leaman stated. He 
has a point; this was the first time 
Providence has been shutout since 
January 2013 in a loss to Minnesota 
State. 
Boston College was able to 
break through just following the 
midway point of the second period, 
as Brandon Silk took advantage 
of a 2 on 1 opportunity and beat 
Gillies high for his second goal of 
the season. The backbreaker came 
one period later, as BC’s Johnny 
Gaudreau stole the puck and beat 
Gillies low for his Hockey East- 
leading 23rd goal of the season, 
quieting a still engaged crowd 
and sending a good chunk of fans 
towards the exits. Leaman praised 
Gaudreau, one of the country’s top 
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impressive early career by Oakley, 
who finished second last year 
as a freshman in the Big East 
Championship mile run.  In his 
most recent race at the URI Coaches 
Invitational, he finished third in the 
800-meter run with a time of 1:55.50. 
The team and coaching staff are happy 
to see the young runner continuing 
his success. 
“It’s a good step for him as a 
sophomore,” said Head Coach Ray 
Treacy. “We expect great things from 
him. We’re excited to see what Julian 
can do in the next two and a half 
years.”
Oakley continues in a long line 
of New Zealand-born runners for 
Providence College, most notably Kim 
Smith ’05, who won four individual 
NCAA championships for the Friars. 
In New Zealand, Oakley won the 
2011 Men’s Under 20 1,500-meter 
race and the 2012 New Zealand M20 
3,000-meter competition.
In Rhode Island, Oakley started 
competing in indoor track, something 
that did not exist in his home country. 
“It was quite a new experience,” 
he said, “It suits how I run quite well, 
and I enjoy running indoors.”
Even with the early success, Oakley 
understands that the season has just 
begun and in the Big East is always 
competitive.  He expects to improve as 
the season progresses, and continues 
to push himself against his opponents 
and teammates. 
“The key is staying healthy and 
staying consistent.  I hope to keep 
the training up; I have a good group 
of guys to train with, and we will be 
doing the same thing week in and 
week out.”
“On our team we have a bunch of 
guys who can compete,” said Coach 
Treacy. “It all matters who has the 
best day that day.”
At the recent URI Coaches 
Invitational, the Friars collectively had 
the best day, taking home first place in 
the men’s distance medley with a time 
of 10:09.63. Christian Costello ’16 also 
won his event, the 3,000-meter run, 
with a time of 8:34.44.  
The team hopes that everyone can 
continue to perform at the highest 
level in the upcoming weeks. The 
Friars compete in the Valentine 
Invitational this weekend and the Big 
East Championships on Feb. 21 and 
22. 
“I’m pretty positive about my 
first race of the season,” commented 
Oakley. “I hope to have a few more 
good races, and hopefully we’ll run 
well at Big East.” 
players, crediting him for “breaking 
the game,” and calling him “one heck 
of a hockey player.” From that point 
on, the Friars were unsuccessful in 
putting any real pressure on Demko, 
especially following a too-many-
men penalty that left them a man 
down for the remaining minute and 
40 seconds of regulation. As the final 
horn sounded, Providence fell to 
7-6-1 in Hockey East, good for third, 
but still miles behind the league-
leading Eagles, who are currently 
running away with the league at a 
12-1-1 pace. Providence goes on an 
extended break before returning to 
action Feb. 11 against Connecticut, 
the beginning of five games in 12 
days.
Jon Gillies '16 gears to face a shot against the Boston College Eagles Friday, Jan. 31
